
1 
 

 

 

The 8th Conference for Research in Diaconia and Christian Social Practice  

An International Digital Conference for Researchers, Diaconia Students and Practitioners 

Diaconia as Gamechanger? Leadership of Service in Times of Crisis, Complexity and Transformation 

17th September 2020 

All Plenary Session will have the following Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

 

8 AM   Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

Keynote 1:  Dr. Theresa Carino: “The Challenges of Diaconia as Game Changer: An Asian Perspective”  

Chair: Ninna Edgardh, ninna.edgardh@teol.uu.se,  

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

8.45 AM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

Break 

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

  

https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
mailto:ninna.edgardh@teol.uu.se
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
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9 AM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

Parallel Paper Sessions Round 1  

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550 
 

Reinventing the Role of Leadership in 
Innovating Diaconia 1 
 
Chair: Beate Jelstad Løvaas  
(beate.jelstad.lovaas@vid.no) 
 
Heini Sajalin 
DIAK Diaconia University of Applied Sciences, Finland 
Churches as Actors at Local Welfare Politics 
 
Stephen Sirris 
VID Specialized University, Norway 
A Diaconal Counter Narrative of Leadership? 

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/66199747711 
 

Biblical and Theological Paradigms for a 
Game-Changing Diaconia 1 
 

Chair: Dennis Solon  
(solon@diakoniewissenschaft-idm.de)  
 
Mirjam Syltebø Endalew 
VID Specialized University, Norway 
The Right to Justification and the Use of 
Noumenal Power in the Diaconal Project Use Your 
Talents 
 
Johannes Eurich 
University of Heidelberg, Germany 
Religious Pluralisation as a Challenge to Diaconal 
Identity 

Zoom Link https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644 
 
Youth and Diaconia and the Global Crisis 1 
 
Chair: Jacques Beukes  
(jacques.beukes@up.ac.za) 
 
Irina Trofimova 
Interdiac, Czech Republic 

National Crises faced by Kyrgyz Youth and How Diaconal 
Organisations Help Enabling to Act for Change? 
 
Oksana Prosvirnina 
Interdiac, Czech Republic 

Is there a Transformative Expectation for Diaconia 
Research? Reflections on the Interdiac International 
Research on Youth Diaconia 
 
 

 

10 AM  Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

  Break  

  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

  

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
mailto:beate.jelstad.lovaas@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/66199747711
mailto:solon@diakoniewissenschaft-idm.de
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
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10.15 AM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Parallel Paper Sessions Round 2  

Zoom Link: https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/65853746550 
 

Drifting Apart? Diaconal responses 
to Demographic Developments, 
Forced migration, and crisis of 
solidarity and democracy 1 
 
Chair: Nadine Bowers Du Toit 
(nbowers@sun.ac.za)  
 
Mateus Schweyher 
VID Specialized University, Norway 

Legitimizing, Adapting, Protesting - 
Diaconal Organizations' Responses to 
Welfare Exclusion among Immigrants 
in Norway 
 
Hans Morten Haugen 
VID Specialized University, Norway  

How Can Freedom of Conscience 
Challenge Diaconia? 
 

Zoom Link: https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/66199747711 
 

Reinventing the Role of Leadership 
in Innovating Diaconia 3 
 
Chair: Stephen Sirris 
(stephen.sirris@vid.no) 
 

Rivosoa Nasoloniaina 
VID Specialized University, Norway & Madagascar 

Audit of Malagasy Households 
Behaviours within a Diaconal Project 
Framework Involving Trained Matrons  
 
Dag-Håkon Eriksen 
VID Specialized University, Norway 

Organizing for Social Innovation in 
Diaconal Organizations and Churches 
 
 
 

Zoom Link https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/68436110644 

 
Towards a Transforming Diaconia 
Spirituality 1 
 
Chair: Leni Mjåland 
(leni.mjaland@mf.no) 
 

John Klaasen 
University of the Western Cape, South Africa 

Church as Narrative Community and 
Effective Mission to Migrants 
 
 
Victor Aguilan 
Silliman University, Philippines 

Peacemaking as Diaconia: The Role of 
the Church 
 

Zoom Link https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/69343298853 

 
Biblical and Theological Paradigms 
for a Game-Changing Diaconia 2 
 
Chair: Matthew Ross 
(matthew.ross@wcc-coe.org) 
 

Ji Zhang 
Uniting Church in Australia 

Faith Foundations. Mission and Service 
of UnitingCare Australia 
 
Dennis Solon 
Kirchliche Hochschule Wuppertal/Bethel, Germany &  
Silliman University, Philippines 

Gratitude as a Biblico-Theological 
Paradigm for a Game-Changing Diaconia 

 

11.15 AM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

  Break 

  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
mailto:nbowers@sun.ac.za
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/66199747711
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/66199747711
mailto:stephen.sirris@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644
mailto:leni.mjaland@mf.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853
mailto:matthew.ross@wcc-coe.org
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
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11.30 AM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html   

Parallel Papers Sessions Round 3  

Zoom Link: Zoom Link: https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/65853746550  

Reinventing the Role of 
Leadership in Innovating  
Diaconia 3 
 
Chair: Dag-Håkon Eriksen  
(dag-hakon.eriksen@vid.no) 
 

Gimmi Olsen 
University of Nuuk, Greenland 

Diakonia in Greenland 
 
Anika Albert 
University of Heidelberg, Germany 

Leadership and Participation. How to 
Create Social Cohesion in a 
Sustainable Way 

Zoom Link: https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/66199747711 

Youth and Diaconia and the Global 
Crisis 2 
 
Chair: Petra Brooke 
(petra.brooke@vid.no) 

 

Jacques Beukes 
University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Diaconal Response Challenged. The 
Youth as Game-Changing Roleplayers 
on Climate Change and Environmental 
Consciousness 

Zoom Link https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/68436110644 

Female leadership in church and 
faith-based institutions – past, 
present and future 
 
Chair: Gry Espedal  
(gry.espedal@vid.no) 
 

Mwawi Chilongozi 
University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 

The Challenges of Female Leadership in 
the Church. A Case of the Church of 
Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP), 
Synod of Livingstonia 

 

Gry Espedal 
VID Specialized University, Norway 

Re-Thinking Church Leadership in a 
Gender Perspective 

Zoom Link https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/69343298853 

Christian Social Practice: 
Methodologies 1 
 
Chair: Trygve Wyller 
(t.e.wyller@teologi.uio.no) 
 

Christine Auer 
Carl Remigius Medical School & University of Heidelberg, 
Germany 

Refugees in German Nursing Education 
Schools. A Challenge for Research in 
Diaconia 
 
Lena Sjöberg 
University of Uppsala & Church of Sweden 

Nordic Diaconal Research 2015 – 2019. A 
Systematic Literature Review  
 

12.30 PM  Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

  Break 

  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

12.45 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Keynote Lecture 2 Prof. Dr. Bosela Eale: “The Challenges of Diaconia as Game changer: An African Perspective” 

Chair: Stephanie Dietrich, stephanie.dietrich@vid.no,  

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
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mailto:gry.espedal@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853
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https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
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1.30 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Break 

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

1.45 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html   

Get Together Digitally From All Around the Globe 

  Chair: Annette Leis-Peters, annette.leis-peters@vid.no,  

  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

2.15 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Keynote 1: Dr. Theresa Carino: “The Challenges of Diaconia as Game Changer: An Asian Perspective”, 2nd round 

  Chair: Kari Jordheim, kari.jordheim@vid.no,  

  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

3 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html   

Break 

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

3.15 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Annual Meeting of the International Society for the Research and Study of Diaconia and Christian Social Practice (ReDI) 

  Chair:  Heather Roy, heather.roy@eurodiaconia.org 

  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

4.15 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

  Break 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
mailto:annette.leis-peters@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
mailto:kari.jordheim@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
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  Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054   

4.30 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Parallel Paper Sessions Round 4 

Zoom Link: Zoom Link: https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/65853746550  
 

Drifting Apart? Diaconal responses 
to Demographic Developments, 
Forced migration, and crisis of 
solidarity and democracy 2 
 
Chair: Mirjam Syltebø Endalew 
(mirjam.endalew@vid.no) 
 

Godwin G. D. Ampony 
Kirchliche Hochschule Wuppertal/Bethel, Germany 

Ageing in Local Context. A Diaconal 
Response 
 
Tiina Ikonen 
Diak Diaconia University of Applied Sciences, Finland 

Changing Diaconal Practices within 
Religious Literacy, Leadership and 
Food Aid. A study on the Diaconia 
Barometer 2020 

Zoom Link: https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/66199747711 
 

Christian Social Practice: 
Methodologies 2 
 
Chair: Kaia Schulz Rønsdal 
(k.d.m.s.ronsdal@teologi.uio.no) 
 

Inger Marie Lid 
VID Specialized University, Norway 

Inclusive Diaconia Research. Power 
Balances, Dilemmas and Potentials 
 
Petra Brooke 
VID Specialized University, Norway 

Developing an Effective Practice. A 
Diaconal Response to a Forced Labour 
Issue 
 
Kaia Schulz Rønsdal & Trygve Wyller 
University of Oslo Norway 

Challenging Methodologies of Current 
Diaconia Research 
 

Zoom Link https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/68436110644 

 
Towards a Transforming Diaconia 
Spirituality 2 
 
Chair: 
Terese Bue Kessel 
(Terese.Bue.Kessel@vid.no) 

 
Carlos Ham 
Matanzas Evangelical Seminary of Theology 

Towards a Transforming Diakonia 
Spirituality. A Latin American 
Perspective 

 
Van Cliburn M. Tibus 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa & Philippines 

Critical Realism Theory for a 
Transformed Diaconia Spirituality  
 
Birigitta Lounela & Stig Linde 
Church of Sweden & University of Lund, Sweden 

Knowledge Development in Diaconal 
Work in Parishes 
 

Zoom Link https://vid-
no.zoom.us/j/69343298853 
 

Facing the Challenge of Covid 19 
 
Chair: Zo Ramiandra Rakotoarison 
(zo.ramiandra.rakotoarison@vid.no) 
 

Nadine Bowers Du Toit & Craig 
Stewart 
University of Stellenbosch & The Warehouse Trust, 
South Africa 

“Give us this Day our Daily Bread?” 
Innovative Responses by Faith 
Communities to Suffering within a 
Context of Inequality in South Africa 
 

Alexandru Ojică 
Romanian Orthodox Metropolis of Western and 
Southern Europe  

The Romanian Orthodox Church 
Response in Covid-19 Pandemic. 
Theology and Charity 
 
Matthew Ross 
World Council of Churches, Switzerland 

How Churches React to Covid 19. A 
World Council of Churches 
Perspective 
 

https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
mailto:mirjam.endalew@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/66199747711
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/66199747711
mailto:k.d.m.s.ronsdal@teologi.uio.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644
mailto:Terese.Bue.Kessel@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853
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6 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Break 

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

6.15 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html 

Parallel Paper Sessions Round 5 

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550 

Towards a Transforming Diaconia  
Spirituality 3 
 
Chair: Carlos Ham 
(cehams@gmail.com) 
 

Deborah Hancox 
University of Stellenbosch, South Africa  

Following to Make a Way. The Empowering 
Spirituality of the Christian Development 
Organisation in Cape Town, South Africa 
 
Ondrej Fischer 
Charles University & Jabok – Academy of Social Pedagogy and 
Theology, Prague, Czech Republic 

Dilemma Resolutions in Diaconal Leadership and 
Practice. A Case for Spirituality 
 
Terese Bue Kessel 
VID Specialized University, Norway  

Reflections on pastoral care and mizukokuyo 
in Japan 

Zoom Link https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644 

Biblical and Theological Paradigms for a 
Game-Changing Diaconia 3 
 
Chair: Marianne Rodriguez Nygaard 

(marianne.rodriguez.nygaard@vid.no) 

 
Sthembiso Zwane 
University of Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa 

Reality, Faith and Action as Diaconal. An African-
Christian Theology of Migration 
 
Thomas Renkert 
University of Heidelberg, Germany 

Testimoniality and Ambiguity. Biblical and 
Theological Impulses toward Transformational 
Diakonia 
 
Dietrich Werner, Martin Büscher & Beate Hofmann 
Kirchliche Hochschule Wuppertal/Bethel, Germany 

International Handbook of Ecumenical Diaconia 
 

Zoom Link https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853 

Drifting Apart? Diaconal responses to 
Demographic Developments, Forced migration, 
and crisis of solidarity and democracy 3 
 
Chair: Mateus Schweyher 
(mateus.schweyher@vid.no) 

 
Leni Mjåland 
MF Norwegian School of Theology, Religion and Society, Norway 

Encountering EU-Citizens who Experience 
homelessness. A Study on Diaconal Responses to 
New (but also Old) Forms of Precariousness 
 
Ulla Siirto 
FBOs and Churches as a Provider of Convivial 
Services for and with People on the Move in the 
Eastern European Countries 
 
Bjørn Hallstein Holte 
ViD Specialized University, Norway 

Covid-19 and immigrants: The Islamic Council of Norway 
and the social role of religious organisations 
 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65853746550
mailto:cehams@gmail.com
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/68436110644
mailto:marianne.rodriguez.nygaard@vid.no
https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/69343298853
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7.45 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

 Break 

 Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

8 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Keynote Lecture 2: Prof. Dr. Bosela Eale: “The Challenges of Diaconia as Game changer: An African Perspective”, 2nd round 

Chair: Tormod Kleiven, tormod.kleiven@vid.no,  

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

8.45 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

Digital Good-Bye and Blessing  

Chair: Annette Leis-Peters, annette.leis-peters@vid.no,   

Zoom Link: https://vid-no.zoom.us/j/65285876054  

9 PM Norwegian time, please check your local time at https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html  

End of Conference 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
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