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Profile of the School 
VID Specialized University(VID) was founded by The Norwegian Missionary Society in 1843 and has, 
since its establishment, developed and maintained an international profile preparing students for 
different positions in church and society in Norway and abroad, with a particular focus on multicultural 
o te ts. Besides the theologi al p og a es Ba helo , Maste s, PhD  the S hool offe s se e al 

Bachelor programmes in Christian and Cultural Studies. 
 

The Master’s progra e 
The Maste s P og a e i  Theolog  is a t o ea  intensive academic course of study, 120 ECTS 
credits, in theology based on the bachelor's degree in theology and contains a specialization within the 
main subjects from undergraduate degree.  
  
The Master's program includes firstly (term 1) a term of topics related to encounters between religions 
and cultures (20 ECTS), as well as a method subject (10 ECTS). Then comes a term (term 2) with a 
course in New Testament and Systematic Theology (30 ECTS). The program then continues (term 3) 
with two specialization topics (15 ECTS each). In the last term a Master's thesis (30 ECTS) is to be 
written. It is possible to write interdisciplinary in practical theology. When choosing interdisciplinary 
projects, a co-supervisor from the relevant faculties may be appointed. 
 
The Master's program has many elective courses. Implementation of the normal teaching of these 
subjects requires that at least three students choose the same subject. Are there fewer students 
choosing a topic, the lessons will be given as guidance by appointment, but in a smaller scale than the 
curriculum requires.  
 
At the master level, there will always be several foreign students. For this reason, teaching and 
academic work in the various subjects at this level are given in English. Examination papers and thesis 
can be carried out in Norwegian or English. 

 

Learning Outcome  
 
Knowledge 

After graduation the students shall have 

- advanced knowledge concerning the Christian faith both in an historical and a 

contemporary perspective and concerning the scholarly debate on its interpretation 

- in-depth knowledge concerning the contemporary debate on the ecclesial and academic 

identity of theology 

- advanced knowledge concerning the different disciplines of theology 

- specialized understanding within a limited field of the subject 

 

 

Skills 
After graduation the students shall be able to 

- analyse and relate to theological theories, interpretations and methods in an 

independent and critical way  
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- complete an independent theological research project according to current scholarly and 

research ethical norms  

 

General competence 
After graduation the students shall be able to 

- discuss theological and ecclesial problems in a critical and independent way both in 

scholarly and general contexts 

- analyse and process different sources of information for the purpose of understanding 

and interpreting local and global contexts for ecclesial work 

- make the perspective of the Christian faith heard on different arenas in relation to 

scholarly, religious, cultural and social challenges 

Structure 
 1. term 2. term 
1 
year 

 
MTHEOL-322 Encounters of Religions 
and Cultures (20 ECTS): 

The Mission of the Church in 
Religious and Cultural Diversity 
(8 ECTS) 
Communication, Culture and 
Context (5 ECTS) 
Encounters of Religions (7 ECTS) 

MTHEOL-321 Introduction to Scientific 
method (10 ECTS) 

 
MTHEOL-320 Master Course in New testament 
and Systematic Theology 

Pauline letters and New Testament 
Theology (15 ECTS) 
Christian Dogmatics (15 ECTS) 

 

 
 3. term 4. term 
2. 
year 

 
Specialization: two electives (2 x 15 
ECTS) 
 
 
 
 

 
MTHEOL-342 Master Thesis (30 ECTS) 

 

 

Organizing, Study and Work Methods 
 
Language 
The language of instruction is English. The thesis and assignments may be written either in English or 
Norwegian.  
 
Tutor 
Every student will pursue his/her work under the supervision of a qualified tutor from the VID academic 
staff possessing academic competence at the doctoral level or equivalent. 
 
Types of study 
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One year of study consists of ten months full time work and represents 60 ECTS credits. The number 
of credits for each separate module and course, together with all relevant information necessary for 
the student, are described in the different module and course descriptions.  
Methods of teaching are lectures and seminars, different types of group work, assignments based on 
the individual activity of each student and on his or her ability to work independently (or in groups), 
creatively and critically.  
 
Quality of Study 
The quality assurance system at VID is the tool to systematize and analyse information and feedback 
from participants in the programme. The system shall, in predictable and structured ways give VID 
information in order to develop both the study and the total learning environment. 
 
Modes of assessment – final examination 
The various modes of assessment are designed to be both adequate means of assessment of the 

ualit  of the stude t s o k a d as a legal p ote tio  o  ehalf of the stude ts. The diffe e t odes 
of assessment are developed in order to measure the learning outcome of each course and module.  
 
The following modes of assessments will be applied during the education: 
- written examination  
- home examination (3-5 days) 
- i depe de t, itte  assig e t of a e tai  le gth Maste s Thesis  
- essay (length of paper stated in number of words) 
- oral examination  
- written assignment or theme presentation to a group or seminar 
- oral assignment or theme presentation to a group or seminar 
- oral opposition/criticism of an assignment or course presentation 
- compulsory attendance (however, never the sole criterion for approval of a course or  
module) 
 
Please note that any plagiarism, copying, downloading from the internet or use of written sources 
without proper reference will be considered a breach of contract of the rules of examination (cf. 
Examination Regulation). 
 
 

Grading Scale 
Each individual module will be evaluated and graded with a letter-grade (A-F) or Pass/Fail according to 
each separate module or course description.  
 
More information about the grading scale: https://www.vid.no/en/student/examination/grading-
scale/  

 

Rules and regulations for studies 
https://www.vid.no/en/studies/rules-and-regulations-for-studies/  

 

Requirements for Admission 
To be admitted to the Master's Programme in Theology candidates must have: 

1. Completed a bachelor degree in Theology or  

https://www.vid.no/en/student/examination/grading-scale/
https://www.vid.no/en/student/examination/grading-scale/
https://www.vid.no/en/studies/rules-and-regulations-for-studies/
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2. International students should note that: All students whose first language is not English or who 
have not completed the major bulk of their schooling in English, can enter VID by submitting 
their transcripts, meeting the academic requirements and doing the following: Proof of English 
language competency may be shown by completing the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) or the International English Language Testing System (IELTS). Results should be sent 
directly to VID. A minimum TOEFL score of 500 or a minimum IELTS score of 5.0 is normally 
required. 

 
 
Course description 

MTHEOL-322 Encounters of Religions and Cultures (20 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 10 

Term: Fall 

Language of instruction: English 

Approved: HR item 38/12 

 

VID Specialized University- MHS 

Responsible lecturer: Kari Storstein Haug 

 
 

Introduction:  

Three different disciplines contribute to the illumination of the Encounters of Religions and Cultures 

from different perspectives: the perspectives of Science of Religion, Cultural Studies (Intercultural 

Communication) and Christian Studies. The course therefore consists of three subcourses: 

 - The Mission of the Church in Religious and Cultural Diversity (8 ECTS) 

 - Encounters of Religions (7 ECTS) 

 - Communication, Culture and Context (5 ECTS) 

 

Learning outcome: 

After having completed this course, the students will be able to 

- explain how cultural and religious issues are inseparably connected individually and socially, 

nationally and internationally to the societies they live and work in.  

- analyze and discuss different aspects of encounters between religions and cultures 

 

 

Organization and work methods: 

Lectures and group work, 60 hours. 

The three courses will be taught simultaneously and as a comprehensive unity.  

There will be a compulsory interdisciplinary program where the teaching method of Context 

Oriented Learning (COL) will be applied. 

 

Obligatory assignments during the course: 
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The three courses are taught as a comprehensive unity. There is a compulsory interdisciplinary week 

during the term where the teaching method of Context Oriented Learning (COL) is applied. 75% 

presence is required in order to validate the COL-week. 

 

Each student has to write the following essays: 

1. The Mission of the Church in Religious and Cultural Diversity: One academic essay of 1500 words 

(+/- 10%) 

2. Encounters of Religions: One essay of 750 words (+/- 10%) intended for the newspaper debate 

pages. 

3. Communication, Culture and Context: One academic essay of 1000 words (+/- 10%) 

Students who do not attend the COL-week have to write three academic essays of 3000 words (+/- 

10%), one within each course. Grades for the essays: Pass/Fail. 

 

The module also contains a compulsory seminar in methodology/library science, normally 10 hours. 

75% presence is required in order to validate the seminar. A multiple choice test covering central 

aspects of information literacy and academic writing, including knowledge of MHS guidelines for 

iti g aste s thesis a  e fou d at: https://www.vid.no/en/library/writing-a-paper/), will 

finalize the module. Grades: pass/fail. 

 

Assessment: 

A three day interdisciplinary home examination. Each student will draw lots to determine the subject 

of his/her essay. The essay will be given a grade which will be the final grade for the whole course. 

 

Open for students with a right to study at VID: 

The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 

have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 

 

Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 

i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 

Literature: 
Bailey, Stephen. Academic Writing. A Handbook for International Students. New York: Routledge, 

2015. 25-30 (6 p) 

Oliver, Paul. Writing Your Thesis. London: SAGE, 2008. Chp. 8. (11 p) 

 
See the different Course Descriptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vid.no/en/library/writing-a-paper/
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Course description 

The Mission of the Church in Religious and Cultural Diversity (8 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 10 
Term: Fall 
Language of instruction: English 
ApprovedHR item ?/12 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Kari Storstein Haug 

 
 
Introduction:  
 The course gives an overview and critical theological analysis of relevant theories and perspectives on 
the Chu h s issio  i  i te eligious a d i te ultu al e ou te s 
 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 is fa ilia  ith the ai  ha ges i  the o ld s eligious la ds ape si e Edi u gh , 
a d the i pa t of glo alizatio  a d se ula izatio  o  the Chu h s issio . 

  has knowledge of different forms of interreligious and intercultural encounters.  

 has thorough knowledge of the main theories and perspectives on Christian theology of 
religion and on Christianity as both an indigenous and universal religion. 

 has knowledge about the main theological and ethical perspectives on the issue of Christian 
mission as an agent of religious change, with a special focus on the question of conversion. 

  has knowledge of the basic theological issues and contemporary discussions related to the 
issue of ecumenism, with special regard to its connection to and relevance for Christian 
mission. 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 can analyse complex forms of interreligious and intercultural encounters and discuss the 
halle ges a d oppo tu ities fo  the Chu h s  issio  hi h a ise f o  these. 

  is able to situate him/herself within the scholarly discussions both on theology of religion 
and contextualization. 

  is able to reflect critically and constructively on the relation between witness and dialogue in 

the encounter between people of different faiths. 
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Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 24 hours. 
See course description above 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
See course description above 
 
Assessment: 
See course description above 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course,have 
to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books 
Knitter, Paul F. Introducing Theologies of Religions. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 2004. (246 p.) 
Sanneh, Lamin. Disciples of All Nations: Pillars of World Christianity. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2008. (approx 100 selected pages) 
 
Compendium 
Balia, Daryl, and Kirsteen Kim (ed.). Witnessing to Christ Today. Edinburgh 2010 Series 2. Oxford: 

Regnum Books International, 2010, p. 61-85. (24 p.) 
Bevans, Stephen, and Roger P. Schroeder. Prophetic Dialogue. Reflections on Christian Mission Today. 

Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 2011, p. 56-63. (7 p.) 
Bliese, Richard H., and Craig Van Gelder (red.). The Evangelizing Church: A Lutheran Contribution. 

Minneapolis: Minnesota: Fortress Press, p. 92-112. (21 p.) 
E gels ike , To od. The Chu h as Both Lo al a d Glo al.  I  The Church Going Glocal: Mission 

and Globalisation, ed. Tormod Engelsviken, Erling Lundeby, and Dagfinn Solheim, 51-69. 
Oxford: Regnum Books, 2011. (19 p.) 

Hiebert, Paul G. The Gospel in Human Contexts: Anthropological Explorations for Contemporary 
Missions. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2009, p. 17-57. (40 s.) 

Kalu, Og u U. Glo alizatio  a d Missio  i  the T e t -fi st Ce tu .  I  Mission after Christendom. 
Emergent Themes in Contemporary Mission, ed. Ogbu U. Kalu, Peter Vethanayagamony, and 
Edmund Kee-Fook Chia, 25-42. Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2010. (18 
p.) 

Krieger, David J. Methodologi al Fou datio s fo  I te eligious Dialogue.  I  The Intercultural 
Challenge of Raimon Pannikar, ed. J. Prabhu, 201-223. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Press, 
1996. (23 p.) 

La de, Aasul . Re e t De elop e ts i  I te eligious Dialogue.  I  The Concept of God in Global 
Dialogue, ed. Werner G. Jeanrond and Aasulv Lande, 32-47. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 
2005. (16 p.) 

Rits hl, Diet i h: E u e is .  In Dictionary of mission, 120-126. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 
1998. (7 p.) 

Stransky, Tom. Wo ld Cou il of Chu hes.  I  Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement, ed. Nicholas 
Lossky et al., 1223-1231. Geneva: WCC Publications, 2002. (8 p.) 
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Thomas, T.K. WCC, Basis of.  I  Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement, ed. Nicholas Lossky et al., 
437-440. Geneva: WCC Publications, 2002. (4 p.) 

Vandervelde. George. E a geli al E u e i al Co e s.  I  Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement, 
ed. Nicholas Lossky et al., 1238-1239. Geneva: WCC Publications, 2002. (2 p.) 

Walls, Andrew. The Gospel as P iso e  a d Li e ato  of Cultu e.  I  New Directions in Mission and 
Evangelization 3, ed. James A. Scherer and Stephen B. Bevans, 17-28. Maryknoll, New York: 
Orbis Books, 1999. (22 p.)                                            

 
Internet 
Guideli es o  Dialogue ith People of Li i g Faiths a d Ideologies.  Wo ld Cou il of Chu hes, 

1997. Available from http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-
programmes/interreligious-dialogue-and-cooperation/interreligious-trust-and-
respect/guidelines-on-dialogue-with-people-of-living-faiths-and-ideologies.html. Internet, 
opened 24. June 2010. (3 p.) 

Baptis , Eu ha ist a d Mi ist .  Faith a d O de  Pape  No . Wo ld Cou il of Chu hes, 
Geneva, 1982. Available from http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-
main/documents/p2/FO1982_111_en.pdf. Internet, opened 24. May 2012. (30 p.) 

Joi t De la atio  o  the Do t i e of Justifi atio .  The Luthe a  Wo ld Fede atio  a d the Catholi  
Church, 1997. Available from http://www.lutheranworld.org/LWF_Documents/EN/JDDJ_99-
jd97e.pdf. Internet, opened 24. May 2012. (9 p.) 

 
Total 599 pages 
  

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/interreligious-dialogue-and-cooperation/interreligious-trust-and-respect/guidelines-on-dialogue-with-people-of-living-faiths-and-ideologies.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/interreligious-dialogue-and-cooperation/interreligious-trust-and-respect/guidelines-on-dialogue-with-people-of-living-faiths-and-ideologies.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/interreligious-dialogue-and-cooperation/interreligious-trust-and-respect/guidelines-on-dialogue-with-people-of-living-faiths-and-ideologies.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/documents/p2/FO1982_111_en.pdf
http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/documents/p2/FO1982_111_en.pdf
http://www.lutheranworld.org/LWF_Documents/EN/JDDJ_99-jd97e.pdf
http://www.lutheranworld.org/LWF_Documents/EN/JDDJ_99-jd97e.pdf
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Course description 

Communication, Culture and Context (5 ECTS) 

 
Credits: 10 
Term: Fall 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Tomas Sundnes Drønen 

 
 

Introduction:  
 This course gives an introduction to the field of intercultural communication and to relevant theories 
connected to transmission of the Gospel in different cultural contexts. Special attention will be given 
to theoretical approaches to globalization and to the challenges which the global church faces as a 
consequence of recent social and economic changes. This includes reflections connected to the 

u e i al g o th of the hu h i  the South, the ultu al aspe ts of the e  ajo it  Ch istia it ,  
and the transforming role of different faith-based organisations. The importance of the cultural and 
historical context of the local community as well as the role of the church as an agent of social and 
cultural change will also be highlighted. 

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

  has thorough knowledge about global cultural diversity and the processes of modernization 
and globalization. 

 can analyse complex cultural encounters based on theories of intercultural communication. 
 
 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has developed skills related to communication and co-operation with persons from different 
cultural backgrounds 

 can engage in dialogue about personal faith with people with a different religious and cultural 
background 

  has developed attitudes of empathy faced with intercultural encounters 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 12 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
See further course description above 
 
Assessment: 
See further course description above 
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Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 

Book 

Hiebert, Paul G. Transforming Worldviews. An Anthropological Understanding of How People Change. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2008, p. 13-104, 211-333. (215 p.) 

Compendium 

Giffo d, Paul. The Futu e of Ch istia it .  I augu al Le tu e, SOAS, Lo do  .  p.  

Jenkins, Philip. The Next Christendom. The Coming of Global Christianity. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2011, p. 1-17. (17 p.) 

D ø e , To as Su d es. I te ultu al Co u i atio  a d Religious Cha ge – The Dii, Norwegian 
Missio a ies a d Fe di a d De Saussu e.  Studia Theologica 63: 3-18. (15 p.) 

Sa o a , La  A. a d Ri ha d E. Po te . U de sta di g I te ultu al Co u i atio : A  I t odu tio  
a d O e ie .  I  Intercultural Communication. A Reader (10th Edition), eds. Larry A. Samovar 
and Richard E. Porter. Belmont, CA 2003, p. 6-17. (12 p.) 

Dahl, Ø i d. Models of Co u i atio  a d the Golde  Mo e t of Misu de sta di g.  I  
Intercultural Communication – Past and Future. Selected Papers Presented at the 7th Nordic 
Symposium for Intercultural Communication in Turku/Åbo, 2000, eds. Nils G. Holm and Johanna 
Quiroz-Schaumann. Turku/Åbo: Åbo Akademi/Fortbildningscentralen, 2003, p. 12-22. (11 p.) 

Dahl, Ø i d. Co u i atio  i  a Glo alized Wo ld.  I  Aspects of Intercultural Dialogue, eds. Nancy 
Aalto and Ewald Reuter. Köln: Saxa Verlag, 2006, p. 95-107. (13 p.) 

Gustafsso , Ja . Cultu e a d I te ultu alit  as Sig s a d Bou da ies – a Se ioti  App oa h.  I  
Bridges of Understanding. Perspectives on Intercultural Communication, eds. Øyvind Dahl, Iben 
Jensen and Peter Nynäs. Oslo: Oslo Academic Press, 2006, p. 59-71. (13 p.) 

Scholte, Jan Art. Globalization. A Critical Introduction. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005, p. 49-84. 
(35 s.) 

Ba e , Be ja i . Jihad s. M Wo ld.  I  The Globalization Reader 3ed, eds. Lechner and Boli. Oxford: 
Blackwell, 2008, p. 32-38. (7 p.) 

Stiglitz, Joseph E. Glo alis s Dis o te t.  I  The Globalization Reader 3ed, eds. Lechner and Boli. 
Oxford: Blackwell, 2008, p. 208-215. (8 p.) 

In all 362 p. 
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Course description 

Encounters of Religions (7 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 7 
Term: Fall 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Gerd Marie Ådna 

 
 
Introduction:  
The course deals with different aspects of religious encounters, such as conflict, dialogue and 
cooperation. The following issues are included: 

The teachings of religions in non-Ch istia  eligio s, espe iall  the idea of the eligious othe . 

Concepts of mission strategies and conversion are seen as a particularly interesting dimension of 
religious encounters. 

Processes of religious change are understood as corresponding with social and cultural changes and 
interaction between different religions and cultures, leading to knowledge about new developments 
in religion (e.g. spirituality, religious revivalism, medialisation, religious expression among youth, and 
religious relations in the public sphere).  
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge  
After having completed the course, the candidate: 

 Has thorough knowledge of the teaching of religions in non-Christian religions. 

 Can analyze examples of conflict, dialogue and cooperation between different religious 

groups, especially majority / minority issues 

 Has advanced knowledge of processes of religious change 

 
 

Skills 
After having completed the course, the student  

 Is able to discuss some mission strategies of a particular religion and relate this discussion to 

the phenomenon of conversion. 

 Is able to identify patterns of religious encounters leading to conflict on one hand and to 

dialogue and cooperation on the other hand 

 Is able to analyze processes of religious change in relationship to social and cultural changes 

 Is able to write an essay for a daily newspaper about a contemporary issue related to religion 

in the public sphere 

 
Organization and work methods:  
Lectures and group work. See also module description. Normally 24 hours. 

 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
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Each student has to write an essay of 750 words (+/- 10%) intended for the newspaper debate pages, 
where the topic is related to one of the themes discussed in the course. 

  
Assessment: 
See module description. 

 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students who wish to follow the course, have 
to apply according to published deadlines (see student web).  
 
Stude t’s evaluatio :  
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
 
Literature 

Books: 

Ammerman, Nancy Tatom (ed.). Everyday Religion. Observing Modern Religious Lives. Oxford  
University Press, Oxford 2007,  1-238 . (238 p.) 

Cheetham, David, Douglas Pratt and David Thomas (eds.). Understanding Interreligious Relations. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014. (350 p. selected by the responsible lecturer) 

 
In  all 588 p.  
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Course description 

MTHEOL-321 Introduction to Scientific Method (10 ECTS) 
Credits: 10 

Term: Fall 

Language of instruction: English 

Approved: HR item 12/11, revised UU item 35/15 

 

VID Specialized University- MHS 

Responsible lecturer: Knut Alfsvåg 

 
 

Introduction:  

The aim of this course is to deepen the students understanding of the scientific writing through a 

study of science theory, the understanding of theology as an academic discipline, and of different 

aspects of the writing process. 

 

Learning outcome: 

Knowledge 

After having completed the course, the candidate 

 will know the most important issues in science theory 

 will understand the basic issues involved in understanding theology as an academic 

discipline 

 

Skills 

After having completed the course, the candidate 

 will be able to identify relevant theological search questions and develop a method for 

investigating them 

 will be able to work independently with methodological issues in either text oriented or 

empirical research 

 will  be able to evaluate feasability and grade of success of academic research projects 

 

Organization and work methods: 

Lectures and group work.  Normally 24 hours. 

 

Obligatory assignments during the course: 

An essay of 1500 words related either to a possible topic for research or a general question of 
(theological) science theory. 
 
 

 

Assessment: 

Fou  hou s  itte  s hool e a , e aluated ith g ades 
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Open for students with a right to study at VID: 

The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 

have to apply according to published deadlines (see www.Vid.no). 

 

Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 

i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 

Literature: 

Books 

Bayer, Oswald. Theology the Lutheran way. Cambridge and Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007: 83-213. 

(130 p.) 

Oliver, Paul. Writing your Thesis. Los Angeles: Sage Publications 2008. (180 p.) 

Van den Brink, Gisbert. Philosophy of Science for Theologians: An Introduction. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 

2009. (300 p.) 

 

Compendium 

Da ies, Oli e . He e euti s.  I  Joh  We ste , Kath  Ta e , Iai  To a e eds. , The Oxford 

Handbook of Systematic Theology. Oxford: Oxford University Press: 494-510. (15 p.) 

Mu ph , Na e . Natu al S ie e.  I  Joh  We ste , Kath  Ta e , Iai  To a e eds. , The 

Oxford Handbook of Systematic Theology. Oxford: Oxford University Press: 543-560.  (17 p.) 

 

Compendiums will be available in itslearning. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-320 Master Course in New Testament and Systematic Theology (30 
ECTS 
 
Credits: 30 
Term: Spring  
Language of instruction: English 
Approved:  UU item 17/15  
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturers:  Jostein Ådna and Knut Alfsvåg 

 
Introduction:  
 All master students in theology have to take this master course in New Testament and Systematic 
Theology. The course consists of the following sub-courses: 
a. Pauline Letters and New Testament Theology (15 ECTS) 
b. Christian Dogmatics (15 ECTS) 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.   
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
See sub-course descriptions. 
 
Assessment: 
A fou  da s  ho e e a  a d a  o al e a . The stude ts ust pass oth e a s. Afte  the ho e e a  
the students are given a preliminary grade to be adjusted after the oral exam. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master students at VID. Other students, who want to attend the course, must 
apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Admission requirement: 
Bachelor degree in theology 
 
Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude ts  e aluatio . 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-320a Pauline Letters and New Testament Theology (15 ECTS) 

 
Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: UU item 17/15 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Jostein Ådna 

 
Introduction:  
 Besides the Gospels, the Letters of the Apostle Paul constitute the major part of the New Testament. 
Hence, a histo i al stud  of Paul s a ee  a d a  e egeti al stud  of his lette s ill al a s e e t al i  
New Testament studies. The selection of texts for exegetical analysis concentrates on the two major 
letters First Corinthians and Romans, but also some passages from other Pauline Letters – as well as 
from the Letter to the Hebrews and the Revelation of John – central to Christology are included. 
On the basis of the exegesis of the Gospels (as part of Bachelor of Theology) and the exegesis of Pauline 
Letters, this course also offers a systematizing overview of New Testament theology, including the 
Synoptic Gospels, Johannine writings (Gospel and Revelation), Paul and selected Catholic Epistles 
(Hebrews and 1 Peter). 
 
 
Learning outcome: 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate will 
 

 have basic knowledge about the apostle Paul and his letters in general 

 have detailed knowledge about Romans and 1 Corinthians, in particular of the passages 
selected for exegetical analysis 

 have  a good knowledge of central Christological texts in the New Testament and of the 
development of Christology in the 1st century AD; 

 have good knowledge about exegetical methodology applied to the Pauline Letters 

 have acquaintance with important resources and instruments for exegetical work 
(dictionaries, lexica, concordances, software) 

 have good knowledge of important issues in New Testament theology 

 
 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate will 
 

 have the ability to apply the acquired insights as regards both methodology and content to 
exegetical analysis of further New Testament epistolary texts  

 have  the ability to undertake further synthesizing reflections on variations and connections 
within the New Testament and within the Christian Bible as a whole  

 have the  ability to apply exegesis of Pauline texts and New Testament theology didactically 

and homiletically 
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Organization and work methods: 
Lectures, normally 36 hours. A two days exegetical seminar, 10 hours, at least one month before the 
submission date of the obligatory essay (see below).  
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
An exegetical essay of 3500–4000 words to be submitted by the tenth week of term 8. 
 
Assessment: 
See main description above. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master students at VID. Other students, who wish to attend the course, must 
apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude ts  e aluatio . 
 
Literature: 
 
Texts  
Rom 1:1–32; 3:21–31; 5:1–8:39; 10:1–13; 11:1–13:14; 15:1–33; 1 Cor 1:1–2:16; 6:1–7:24; 11:17–34; 
15:1–28; 2 Cor 5:11–21; Phil 2:5–11; Col 1:12–23; Heb 1:1–14; 5:1–10; 7:11–28; Rev 1:12–18; 5:1–14; 
19:11–16; 22:12–20. 
 
Books 
For the exegetical study of the selected texts the students are supposed to use scholarly 
commentaries, based upon the Greek text and approved by the New Testament scholar teaching the 
course. 

deSilva, David A., An Introduction to the New Testament: Contexts, Methods and Ministry Formation. 
Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press; Leicester: Apollos, 2004: 475–492, 508–510, 531–
534, 555–639, 677–682, 703–713, 757–770, 781–787, 800–806, 831–838, 858–861, 871–873. 
(160 p.)  

Stuhlmacher, Peter, Biblical Theology of the New Testament. Edited by Daniel P. Bailey and Jostein 
Ådna. 2 Volumes. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, forthcoming 2016. Vol. 1: 51–190, 
263–443; Vol. 2: 1–63, 77–119, 132–246 [preliminary page numbers in pdf pre-version of the 
book] (542 p.)  

Compendium 

He gel, Ma ti , Ch istologi al Titles i  Ea l  Ch istia it , i  ide , Studies in Early Christology. 
Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1995, 359–389. (31 p.) 

Hu tado, La  W., A Case Stud  i  Ea l  Ch istia  De otio  to Jesus: Philippia s : - , i  ide , 
How on Earth Did Jesus Become a God? Historical Questions about Earliest Devotion to Jesus. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Cambridge, U.K.: Eerdmans, 2005, 83–107. (25 p.) 

Marshall, I. Howard, New Testament Theology. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity, 2004: 491–528 
(Ch. : The Gospel of Joh , –  Ch. : The Re elatio  of Joh . (57 p.)  
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Course description 

MTHEOL-320b Christian Dogmatics (15 ECTS)  
 
Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: UU item 17/15 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Knut Alfsvåg 

 
 
Introduction: 
The aim of the course is to let the students rework their studies of the methodological foundation and 
cognitive content of the Christian faith, and, building on that, let the students explore historical and 
contemporary avenues of thought concerning the understanding of God, salvation and the life as a 
Christian. 

 

Learning outcome: 
 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate will  
 

 have an in depth knowledge of how Christian doctrine is founded on the Bible and on 
central discussions and statements during the history of the church 

 have an in depth knowledge of problems related to, and different contributions to the 
Christian understanding of God during the history of the church and in a contemporary 
context 

 have a good knowledge of the different debates on the understanding of the person and 
work of Christ through the history of the church 

 have a good understanding of the significance of the understanding of the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit for the understanding of the life and work of the Christian church 

 be familiar with the main scholarly and denominational differences related to the 
understanding of the central questions of the Christian faith 

 
Skills  
After having completed the course, that candidate will  
 

 be able to formulate a relevant understanding of the Christian faith in a variety of contexts 
including those of the church, the academy and the society in general 

 be able both to formulate and to evaluate research projects related to the understanding of 
the Christian faith 

 be able to contribute to the ongoing research concerning the understanding of the Christian 
faith and its relevance in different contexts 

 be able to evaluate different contemporary approaches to the Christian faith 
 
 
Assignments: 
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Two essays of 3000 words (+/- 10 %) each 
 
Assessment: 
See main description above. 
 

Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude ts  e aluatio . 
 
Work methods: 
Lectures and class discussions 
 
Literature: 
 
Books 
Paulsson, Stephen. Lutheran Theology. London and New York: T&T Clark, 2011 (270 p.) 
 
Grenz, Stanley J. Rediscovering the Trinune God: The Trinity in Contemporary Theology. Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 2004. 1-71, 88-106, 131-147, 181-215 (150 p.) 
 
McGrath, Alister. Christian Theology: An Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell, 2010, kap 9-14. (180 p.) 
                                                                                                      
Compendium 
Alfs åg, K ut. I passi lit  a d e elatio : O  the elatio  et ee  i a e e a d e o o  i  

O thodo  a d Luthe a  thought.  I  Studia Theologica 68 (2014), 169-183 (15 p.) 
 
B aate , Ca l E. P olego e a to Ch istia  dog ati s , i  In Braaten and Jenson (eds.), Christian 

Dogmatics I, Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984, p. 5-78. (70 p.) 
 
B aate , Ca l E. The Pe so  of Jesus Ch ist.  I  B aate /Je so , Christian Dogmatics I, Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1984, p. 469-543. (75 p.) 
 
Fo de. Ge ha d O. The o k of Ch ist.  I  B aate /Je so , Christian Dogmatics II, Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1984, p. 1-99. (100 p.) 
 
Je so , Ro e t W. The Hol  Spi it. ‖ In Braaten/Jenson, Christian Dogmatics II, p. 101-185. (80 p.) 
 
Kristiansen, Ståle Johannes and Svein Rise (eds.), Key Theological Thinkers: From Modern to 

Postmodern, Farnham: Ashgate, 2013, 3-76, 569-591 (95 p.) 
 
Steige , Joha  A sel  ―The o u i atio idio atu  as the A le a d Moto  of Luthe s Theolog ,‖ 

in Lutheran Quarterly 2000, s. 125-158. (34 p.) 
(Altogether 1064 p.) 

 
In addition, the students should know and use 
Kolb, Robert and Timothy J. Wengert (eds.). The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical-

Lutheran Church, Minneapolis: Fortress, 2000, or similar. 
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ELECTIVES 2 x 15 ECTS 
 
 
Course description 

MTHEOL-323 The Old Testament Understanding of God (15 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item:  12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Magnar Kartveit 

 
 
Introduction:  
 This course presents different understandings of God in the neighboring cultures of Israel, and 
highlights the a  Is ael s o  u de sta di g diffe s f o  o  is si ila  to them. 
The course introduces the understanding of God in the neighboring cultures of Israel, , and highlights 
the a  Is ael s o  u de sta di g diffe s f o  o  is si ila  to the . Thus it p o ides a good 
knowledge of the way the understanding of God is in the Old Testament. This will provide a window to 
the larger theological issues in the OT and to the background of the New Testament theology and 
christology.  A selection of OT texts will be read in Hebrew. 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 - has advanced knowledge of the OT teaching of God. 
 - has a good overall knowledge of the OT and how this relates to similar topics in the NT 
 - knows how this has been handled in the history of research, know how to apply historical 

insights to new areas of study and analyze problems and issues in the current debate. 
 

Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 is able to analyze theories, models and interpretations in the scholarly discussion and uses 
relevant parts of this material for future work and study, 

 handles complex issues in church and society, involving philosophical and ethical components, 
  is able to approach new projects, study their individual parts and problems and to suggests 

solutions for future action 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
The course is presented in the form of lectures, seminars, discussion papers, field work in the current, 
public debate on the topic in newspapers, periodicals etc. The course is sponsored by teachers from 
different sections of theology and religion. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
One written presentation of 4000 words +/- 10% 
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Assessment: 
Three days home exam. Evaluation with grades. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 

Biblical texts: 

Genesis 1–3; 22; Exodus 3; 19; Deuteronomy 20; Joshua 6; Isaiah 2; 44; Psalm 22; 23; 24; 103. (15 
pages in Hebrew) 

Books: 

Day, J. Yahweh and the Gods and Goddesses of Canaan. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000 
(Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series; 265). (280 p.) 

Schmidt, Mark S. The origi s of Bi li al o otheis : Israel’s polytheisti  a kgrou d a d the Ugariti  
texts. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001. (340 p.) 

Das, Andrew and Frank J. Matera. The Forgotten God: Perspectives in Biblical Theology, Louisville: 
West i ste  Joh  K o , , the follo i g hapte s: S. Dea  M B ide J ., The God Who 
Creates and Governs: Pentateuchal Foundations of Biblical Theology, 11-28; James Luther 
Ma s, The God Who Reig s: The Book of Psal s,  - ; Pat i k D. Mille , Slo  to A ge : 
The God of the P ophets,  - ; Ri ha d J. Cliffo d, S. J., The God Who Makes People Wise: 
The Wisdo  Lite atu e,  - ; Elisa eth A hte eie , P ea hi g a d Mi ist  i  the Se i e 
of the God of the Bible,  -266. (77 p.) 

Collins, John J. Does the Bible Justify Violence? Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2004. (56 p.) 

Commentaries on the texts. (350 p.)      Total: 1125 p. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-324 The Book of Job – Suffering in the Old Testament (15 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Magnar Kartveit 

 
 
Introduction:  
 The course will discuss topics familiar to all humans:  Can suffering be justified? When parents loose 
a child, what have they done wrong? When a wife looses her husband, a child her father, is there a 
reason for this? Why may a good and benevolent human become ill and die in the middle of life? 
Suffering and pain will meet all humans once or more during life-time. Questions will arise in such 
connections. Some people may ask how to cope with troubles, others do not know how to grieve, most 
will become aggressive and find a scapegoat: health authorities, other car drivers, the community. All 
who have met with sorrow and suffering ask if life is fair, and look for light to be shed on the darker 
side of life.  
The book of Job is a story about Job and a collection of speeches or dialogues between Job and his 
friends. At the end of the book God enters the scene with his comments. The whole book is about the 
relationship between human conduct and suffering, between ethics and reward, between choices and 
fate. 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has advanced knowledge of the book of Job, and its use, 
  has a good overall knowledge of the study of the Old Testament. 

 

Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 is able to critically apply different methods in the study of OT texts and their use in sermons, 
teaching and public debate,  

 is able to handle other texts in a professional way, and to analyze current, connected problems 
in church and society,  

 - is able to tackle ethical issues related to the problematic of Job, disentangle their elements 

and provide solutions on the basis of the general applicability and constructiveness of the 

knowledge acquired. 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
Students will use insights from courses in practical theology 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
One written presentation of 4000 words +/- 10% 
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Assessment: 
Three days home exam. Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
The Bible: The Book of Job; Genesis 2-3; Psalm 73; Proverbs 10. (45 p. in Norwegian). 
The texts will be used in Hebrew (from BHS) with a Norwegian or English translation. This equals 90 

p. 
 
Students who read Norwegian may use the following articles, supplied by an adequate commentary 
on the book of Job, for instance the one mentioned below. 
 
Kompendium: 
Hygen, Johan B. Guds allmakt og det ondes problem. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, 1974. (185 s.) 
Kapelrud, Arvid S. Job og hans problem i fortid og i dag. Oslo: Land og Kirke/Gyldendal Norsk Forlag, 

1976. (80 s.) 
Kessel, Haakon. Job: Komisk eller tragisk helt? En analyse av to litterære lesemåter av Jobs bok. 

Tidsavgrenset hovedfagsavhandling i kristendom. Oslo: Menighetsfakultetet, 1990. (80 s.) 
Ska sau e, Oska . Vå  tals a  Jo ,  s. -51 i Oskar Skarsaune, Thomas Bjerkholt og Jan Gossner, 

Den skjulte Gud, Oslo: Credo u. Å. (40 s.) 
Ya e , Philip. Jo : Å se i ø ket,  s. -70 i Philip Yancey, Den  Bibel Jesus leste, Oslo: Luther forlag 

2003. (26 s.) 
Aarnes, Asbjørn og Mette Nygård. Herren gav, Herren tok: En essaysamling om Jobs bok. Oslo: 

Verbum, 1994, s. 61-248. (187 s.) 
From Pritchard, James B. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament: Man and his 

God; Ludlul bel nemeqi; The Babylonian Theodicy. (12 s.)  
 
Students without knowledge of Norwegian will read appropriate English literature, for example 
 
Books:  
Newsom, Carol A. The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2003. 300 p. 
Pope, Marvin A. Job. Anchor Bible 15. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1973. (400 p.) 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-325 Old Testament Texts in the Church Lectionary (15 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Magnar Kartveit 

 
 
Introduction:  
 This course uses Old Testament texts from the Church Lectionary for study and preaching. The texts 
are read in Hebrew with modern commentaries, relevant hermeneutical questions are addressed, and 
ways of preaching are discussed. The course is given in cooperation with the homilitical section at 
Practical Theology. A high degree of student involvement is presupposed. 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

  has advanced knowledge of the OT texts for preaching in the Church of Norway, and their 
use, 

  has a good overall knowledge of Old Testament studies. 
 
 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 is able to critically apply different methods in the study of OT texts and their use in sermons, 
teaching and public debate,  

 is able to handle other texts in a professional way, and analyze current, connected problems 
in church and society,  

 can tackle upcoming ethical issues in this connection, disentangle their elements and provide 
solutions on the basis of the general applicability and constructiveness of the knowledge 
acquired in the course.  

 can approach new tasks, similarly based upon understanding a given material and applying it 

in a new setting. 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
One sermon during the teaching period. 
 
Assessment: 
Three days home exam. Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
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The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
A number of texts from the Church Lectionary, studied in Hebrew (BHS/BHQ). (50 p.) 
 
Books: 

Barton, J. Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study, Westminster: John Knox, 1996. (300 
s.) 

Commentaries on the texts, depending on the choice of texts. (700 p.) 

Total: 1150 p. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-326 Mission in the Early Church (15 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 24/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Jostein Ådna 

 
 
Introduction:  
 The Christian church was a missionary church from its very beginning. The theological foundation and 
the practice of missionary outreach were, however, somewhat diverse and disputed within the 
numerically and geographically expanding church. This course makes acquainted both with the history 
and the theology of mission in the early church and, on this background, offers some hermeneutical 
efle tio  o  i li all  ased issio  i  toda s o ld. Missio a  e t al Ne  Testa e t te ts studied 

in previous courses (e.g., Rom 11:1–36; 15:7–33) are supplemented by a selection of further historically 
and theologically central texts from Matthew, Acts and Paul, to be read in Greek. 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 will have good knowledge about selected NT texts, supplementing those NT texts relating to 
mission already studied in earlier courses  

 will have good knowledge about the historical course of mission in the first century A.D. 

 will have good knowledge about the theological understanding and reflection on the mission 
of the church within different strands of the NT 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 will have ability to apply the acquired knowledge about history and theology of mission in 

the NT to central hermeneutical reflections on mission today. 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Either one essay or one seminar paper of 4000 words +/- 10% 
 
Assessment: 
Three days home exam. Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
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Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude ts  e aluatio . 
 
Literature 

Texts 

Matt 10:5–42; 28:16–20; Acts 2:14–41; 3:11–26; 11:19–30; 15:1–35; 17:1–18:22; 20:17–35; 1 Cor 9:1–
27; 1 Thess 1:1–2:20.  

In total 619 lines in Nestle-Aland27 

For the exegetical study of the selected texts the students are supposed to use scholarly 
commentaries, based upon the Greek text and approved by the New Testament scholar teaching the 
course. 

 

Books  

Issue 3 of Swedish Missiological Themes  , o tai s fi e pape s f o  the o fe e e The 
Missio a  Spee hes i  the A ts of the Apostles , –20 May, 2010, at the School of Mission 
and Theology. All or most of these papers will be included in the reading curriculum. (ca. 100 
pp.) 

K al ei , Ha s, Has Matthe  a a do ed the Je s? A Co t i utio  to a Disputed Issue i  Re e t 
S hola ship . I  Jostei  Åd a a d Ha s K al ei  Edito s , The Mission of the Early Church to 
Jews and Gentiles. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2000: 45–62. (18 pp.) 

Luz, Ul i h, Has Matthe  a a do ed the Je s? A Respo se to Ha s K al ei  a d Pete  Stuhl a he  
concering Matt 28:16– . I  The Mission of the Early Church to Jews and Gentiles: 63–68. (6 
pp.) 

Ma shall, I. Ho a d, Who e e the e a gelists? . I  The Mission of the Early Church to Jews and 
Gentiles: 251–263. (13 pp.) 

Schnabel, Eckhard J., Early Christian Mission. 2 Volumes. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 
2004, 1:219–262, 327–382, 406–444, 511–551; 2:983–1030, 1151–1197, 1206–1231, 1293–
1475, 1489–1525, 1541–1588. (558 pp.)  

(Also the original version in German, Urchristliche Mission, can be used.) 

Stuhl a he , Pete , Matt : –20 and the Course of Mission in the Apostoli  a d Postapostoli  Age.  
In The Mission of the Early Church to Jews and Gentiles: 17–43 (27 pp.) 

 

Compendium 

He gel, Ma ti , The O igi s of the Ch istia  Missio , i  ide , Between Jesus and Paul: Studies in the 
Earliest History of Christianity. London: SCM Press, 1983: 48–64, 166–179. (31 pp.) 

St a de æs, Tho , Co pleti g the Missio : Paul s Appli atio  of the Gospel to Faith a d Life fo the 
Thessalo ia  Co e ts i   a d  Thessalo ia s , Swedish Missiological Themes 98 (2010): 69–
98. (27 pp.) 

In total ca. 780 pages 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-327 Church and Leadership in the New Testament (15 ECTS) 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 24/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Jostein Ådna 

 
 
Introduction:  
The fo atio  of Jesus  hu h f. Matt : , espe ti el  the hu h of God Gal : ;  Co  : ; 
15:9), is a central topic in the New Testament. Both the diversity and variations in how communities 
of Jesus believers were organised and structured and how differences in social, cultural and religious 
traditions and orientations influenced them, are significant aspects to be considered. Particularly 
important is the theological understanding of the church, as exposed in the NT. Intrinsically connected 
to all these ecclesiological issues is also the question of leadership. There seem to have been 
considerable variations in how leadership was organised and performed in NT times. 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

  will have good knowledge about selected NT texts on church and leadership, supplementing 
those NT texts relating to these themes already studied in earlier courses  

  will have good knowledge about historical developments in the early Christian communities 
and in leadership within these communities 

 will have good knowledge about the theological understanding of the church and its 
ministry, including different leadership positions and models 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 will have the ability to apply the acquired knowedlge to current reflection and debate on 

church and leadership. 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 24 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Either one essay or one seminar paper of 4000 words +/- 10% 
 
Assessment: 
Three days home exam. Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
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have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 

Texts 

Matt 18:1–20; John 15:1–17; Acts 20:17–35; 1 Cor 3:1–4:21; 9:1–27; 12:1–14:40; 2 Cor 2:14–4:15; Eph 
1:15–4:16; 1 Tim 3:1–16; 4:11–16; 5:1–8, 17–22. 

In total 702 lines in Nestle-Aland27 

For the exegetical study of the selected texts the students are supposed to use scholarly 
commentaries, based upon the Greek text and approved by the New Testament scholar teaching the 
course. 

 
Books 
Reading curriculum of approximately 650 pages to be taken from the following books. A decision about 
what chapters, passages and articles will be selected for compulsory reading can only be made when 
the first book listed, The Chosen Lady, foreseen as the main course book, has appeared. The person 
with course responsibility will clarify the precise reading curriculum in due time before the course is to 
be operative as an option for Fields of Specialization. 

Holmén, Tom and Sven-Olav Back (Editors), The Chosen Lady: Nordic Contributions to New Testament 
Ecclesiology [forthcoming]. 

Ådna, Jostein (Editor), The Formation of the Early Church. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2005. 

Clarke, Andrew D., Serve the Community of the Church: Christians as Leaders and Ministers (First-
Century Christians in the Graeco-Roman World). Grand Rapids, Michigan; Cambridge, U.K.: 
Eerdmans, 2000. 

Issue 3–4 of Tidsskrift for Teologi og Kirke 78 (2007), with articles on the Early Church in Honour of 
Professor Hans Kvalbein on the occasion of his 65th birthday. 

Kee, Howard Clark, Who Are the People of God? Early Christian Models of Community. New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press, 1995. 

Patzia, Arthur G., The Emergence of the Church: Context, Growth, Leadership and Worship. Downers 
Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 

Schnackenburg, Rudolf, The Church in the New Testament. London and Tunbridge Wells: Burns & 
Oates, 1974. (Also the original version in German, Die Kirche im Neuen Testament, can be used, 
or alternatively: Jürgen Roloff, Die Kirche im Neuen Testament. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 1993.) 

Williams, Ritva H., Stewards, Prophets, Keepers of the Word: Leadership in the Early Church. Peabody, 
Massachusetts: Hendrickson, 2006. 

In total ca. 650 pages 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-328 The Church in Historical Contexts I – Between Permanence and 
Change (15 ECTS) 

 
Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Torstein Jørgensen 

 
 
Introduction:  
 Course I: For students who chose 15 ECTS specialization in CH. It consists of the two subcourses: 
The roots of the Church – doctrine, practice and spirituality of the Early Church 
Theology in a Transitional Age–from a liberal to a post modern approach 
Both subcourses must be studied together and completed by a joint exam.  
The Christian Church is on the one hand a spiritual unit, instituted by God, with an unchanging message 
to the world throughout all ages and geographies. On the other hand, Christ entrusted the mission of 
the Church into the hands of human beings, meaning that the life of the Church in all aspects will 
always appear as a historical phenomenon, coloured by actual cultures, languages and ways of thinking 
of time and place. 
The two epochs in focus in the two subcourses of the Early Church and Modern Time, represent 
opposite ends of the history of the Church. An immense gap of differences exists between the two 
eras. But at the same time strong lines of continuity combines the Church of today with the Church of 
all ages of the past.  
See more detailed description under the two subcourses. 
 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 

See under the two subcourses. 

 
Assessment: 

Six hours written exam. Evaluation with grades. 

 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
 
 
 
 
Course description 



34 
 

The roots of the Church – doctrine, practice and spirituality of the Early Church (7,5 ECTS) 

 
Credits: 7,5 
Term: Fall 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: UU SAK 26/14 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Torstein Jørgensen 

 
 

Introduction:  
 The first five centuries AD was a formative period for the Church and Christianity in which a tradition 
that might be regarded as the roots of Church were established. This subcourse focuses on early 
Christian doctrines, ethics, spirituality and institutional formation. The process that resulted in the 
defi itio  of o thodo  Ch istia it  ill e gi e  atte tio . The i te al p o esses of de elop e t as 
well as the interaction of the Church with society and culture will be emphasized.  

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has advanced knowledge about the development of doctrines, ethics, spirituality of the Early 
Church in its social and cultural context 

 has advanced knowledge about issues related to the development and definition of what was 
ega ded as o thodo  Ch istia it  

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has the ability to critically analyze and discuss current methods and interpretations of relevant 
topics dealt with in this course 

 has the ability to develop and accomplish, under supervision,  an independent, limited 
research project related to the field 

 has the ability to teach subjects related to the Early Church at lower levels of university study, 
colleges, high schools (or equivalent)  

 is able to discuss the matters of the subcourse with scholarly peers and to communicate the 
learnt material to a wider audience 

 is  able to apply the method and approach to the study of the Early Church to other fields in 

order to conduct advanced work tasks and projects 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and seminars where the students present papers.  Normally 9 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
 
Assessment: 
See course description. 
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Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 

Skarsaune, Oskar. In the Shadow of the Temple. Jewish Influences on Early Christianity. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 2008, 209-443. (234 p) 

Frend, W.H.C. The Rise of Christianity. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986, 229-521. (292 p) 

In all  526p. 
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Course description 

Theology in a Transitional Age–from a liberal to a post modern approach  

 
Credits: 7,5 
Term: spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Torstein Jørgensen 

 
 

Introduction:  
 The main object of this course is to give a more advanced presentation of some main figures in the 
development of modern theology from the mid 19th to the late 20th century, complying with the set 
standards of the Master degree level. Focus will be directed both to the contents of their theologies 
and of the relation of these to intellectual history and society in general. 

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

  has a fairly good overview of the development of theology in modern times, i.e., over the last 
150 years 

 has a detailed and analytical knowledge of the theologies of the selected thinkers and 
groups/schools particularly focused in this sub-course 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has the ability to develop and accomplish – under supervision - an independent, limited 
research project related to the field 

 has the ability to discuss the matters of the sub-course with scholarly peers and to 
communicate the knowledge to a wider audience 

 has teaching competence relating to lower levels of university study, colleges and high school 
(or equivalent) in theology and religion 

 has practical competence to draw from the achieved knowledge in congregational work in 
preaching, catechetics, and care of souls 

 has theoretical competence in analysing modern trends on the basis of trends from the near 
past 

 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures with individual oral presentations by all participants.  Normally 9 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
 
 
Assessment: 
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See  the main course description 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
includes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 

Baum, Gregory (ed.). The Twentieth Century: A Theological Overview, New York Maryknoll: Orbis 
Books, 1999, 61-75, 118-143, 228-237. (48 p.) 

Grenz, Stanley J. and Olson, Roger E. 20th Century Theology: God & the World in a Transitional Age, 
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1992: 51-285. (234 p.) 

Ford, David F. (ed.). The Modern Theologians: An Introduction to Christian Theology since 1918, Oxford: 
Blackwell, 2005: 229-264, 287-388, 589-621. (168 p.) 

In all 450 p. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-329 The Church in Historical Contexts II–Middle Ages and Pre-Modern 
Era (15 ECTS) 

 
 
Credits: 10 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Torstein Jørgensen 

 
 

Introduction:  
 For students who chose additional 15 ECTS specialization in CH. It consists of the two subcourses: 

- The Colourful Middle Ages–Church, piety and religious life in a crucial epoch of the Christian 
Church 

- Between absolutism and pluralism – the Church on her way into the era of modernity 

Both periods in focus in the two subcourses include significant epochs of the life of the Church in the 
past dealing with aspects of theology, piety and spirituality, organisation and structures as well as 
relation to contemporary society both different from and with deep connecting lines to modern 
ecclesiastical life and theology. 

See more detailed description under the two subcourses. 
 
Required previous  knowledge 
The course The Church in Historical Contexts I must be completed before taking this course 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
 
Assessment: 
Six hours written exam: Evaluation with grades. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
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Course description 

The Colourful Middle Ages–Church, piety and religious life in a crucial epoch of the Christian 
Church  

 
Credits: 7,5 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Torstein Jørgensen 

 
 

Introduction:  
 The main aim of this sub-course is to give a presentation of some selected aspects of the activities of 
the Church and of religious life in the long epoch of the Middle Ages in order to illustrate the vibrant 
complexity and importance of this period for later times. The series will be based on the most recent 
scholarly research on the selected topics. Issues to be addressed are: The Papal Church at the Curia 
and the peripheries, crusades and power, the fight between sacerdotium and imperium, monasteries, 
pilgrimages and penance, and the relation between life and afterlife. 

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has a good overview of the basic theological outlook of the medieval Church 
 has a detailed and analytical knowledge of the selected features and facets of religious life in 

practice during the period 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has the ability to deal with the topics of this course in written works according to master 
degree requirements 

 has the ability to discuss the matters of the sub-course with scholarly peers and to 
communicate the learnt material to a wider audience 

 has teaching competence in relation to lower levels of university study, colleges, high schools 
(or equivalent) in the church history and religious life of the Middle Ages 

 has theoretical competence in analysing and understanding theology production and the 
expressions of religious faith in a pre-modern world 

 has reflective competence in looking at the features of medieval theology/religious life and 

modern theology/religious life in a comparative perspective 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures with individual oral presentations by all participants.  Normally 9 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
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Assessment: 
See description of the main course above 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 

Bornstein, Daniel E. (ed.). Medieval Christianity. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2009: 303-380. (A Peoples 
History of Christianity Vol. 4) (77 p.) 

Hägglund, Bengt. History of Theology. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1968: 155-207. (52 p.) 

Jensen, Kurt V. and Jørgensen, Torstein. The Scandinavian Church in the Middle Ages, unpublished 
manuscript, 2012: 1-40. (40p.) 

Swanson, Robert N. Religion and Devotion in Europe c. 1215-c. 1515. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1995: 1-342. (342 p.) 

In all: 511 p. 
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Course description 

Between absolutism and pluralism – the Church on her way into the era of modernity 

 
Credits: 7,5 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Torstein Jørgensen 

 
 

Introduction:  
 The  ea s  ti e spa  f o  the id th to the mid 19th century displays deep and radical changes 
on the European continent laying the ground for what we call the modern world. The process involved 
profound innovations of political systems (from royal autocracy to democracy), social structures (from 
class society to liberalism), philosophy (from idealism to enlightenment, empiricism and materialism) 
and theology (from orthodoxy to pietism, rationalism, restoration and revivalist movements). 

This course will give an outline of the historical development of the Church and her theological 
orientation with a special focus on showing how Church and theology communicated with society and 
philosophy in the actual period, and how the more pluralized Church was prepared for entering into 
the era of modernity. 

 
 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has good knowledge about the development of Church and theology in the pre-modern era 
in its religious, cultural and political context 

 has advanced knowledge about the above mentioned selected issues 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has the ability to critically analyze and discuss current methods and interpretations of relevant 
topics dealt with in the sub-course  

 has the ability to develop and accomplish, under supervision, an independent, limited research 
project related to the field 

 has the ability to teach subjects related to the history of the Church in a qualified way at lower 
levels of university study, colleges, high schools (or equivalent)  

 has the ability to discuss the matters of the sub-course with scholarly peers and to 
communicate the learnt material to a wider audience 

 has the  ability to apply the method and approach to the study of the topic to other fields 

 
 
Organization and work methods: 
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Lectures and group work.  Normally 9 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
 
Assessment: 
See the description of the main course above. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
includes various forms of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 

Gonzáles, Justo L. The Reformation to the Present Day. Cambridge: Harper & Row Publishers, 1985: 
128-231 ( The Story of Christianity, Vol II). (103 p.) 

Hägglund, Bengt. History of Theology. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1968: 271-351 (80 p.) 

McDonald, H.D. Theories of Revelation: An Historical Study 1700-1960. Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
House, 1963/1979: 1-244 (244 p.) 

Olson, Roger E. The Story of Christian Theology: Twenty Centuries of Tradition & Reform. Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1999: 451-533 (82 p.) 

In all 507 p.   
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Course description 

MTHEOL-330 The Modern Missionary Movement  
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Torstein Jørgensen

 
 

Introduction:  
 The modern missionary movement emerged at the end of the 18th century and had an immense 
impact on church life, culture, society and politics in the subsequent centuries. This course deals with 
the emergence of the movement in its religious, cultural and political context focusing on its ideology 
and practice. Among issues related to the history of mission that the course will address are: the 
international politics of the missionary movement, missionary strategies, the relation between 
evangelization and colonization, understanding of race and female missionary roles. In addition it will 
discuss theoretical perspectives on conversion.   

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has good knowledge about the emergence, ideology and practice of the modern missionary 
movements in its religious, cultural and political context 

 has advanced knowledge about the above mentioned selected issues 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has the ability  to critically analyze and discuss current methods and interpretations of relevant 
topics dealt with in this course 

 has the ability  to develop and accomplish, under supervision,  an independent, limited 
research project related to the field 

 has the ability  to teach subjects related to the history of mission at lower levels of university 
study, colleges, high schools (or equivalent)  

 has the ability  to discuss the matters of the course with scholarly peers and to communicate 
the learnt material to a wider audience 

 
Required previous knowledge 
The course The Church in Historical Contexts I must be completed before taking this course. 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
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Assessment: 
6 hours written school exam. Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books 
Okkenhaug, Inger Marie (ed.). Gender, Race and Religion: Nordic Missions 1860-1940. Uppsala: 

Swedish Institute of Missionary Research, 2005. (206 p.)   
Robert, Dana L. Converting Colonialism. Visions and Realities in Mission History, 1706-1914. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmanns, 2008, 43-165, 242-264. (144 p.) 
Robert, Dana L. Gender Barriers: Missionary Women in the Twentieth Century. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbin 

Books. (249 p.) 

Stanley, Brian (ed.). Christian Missions and the Enlightenment. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001, 1-44, 
71-98, 123-197. (146 p.)    

Stanley, Brian (ed.). Missions, Nationalism, and the End of Empire. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003, 1-
33, 54-110, 183-193, 237-249. (110 p.)                                                                                            

Walls, Andrew F. The Missionary Movement in Christian History. Studies in the Transmission of Faith. 
Maryknoll, N.Y: Orbin Books, 2004. (262 p.)                                                                          

 
Compendium 
Bakke, Odd Mag e. I pli it Ra is  a o g No egia  Missio a ies: A Case Stud  o  the Des iptio  

of Af i a s  Ola  Gutto  M kle ust , Mission Studies 27 (2010) 39-55. (16 p.)  
Comaroff, Jean , and John. Of Revelation and Revolution. The Dialectics of Modernity on a South African 

Frontier. Vol. 2, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1997, 14-35. (21 p.)   
Drønen, Tomas Sundnes. Communication and Conversion in Northern Cameroon. The Dii People and 

Norwegian Missionaries, 1934-1960. Leiden: Brill, 2009, 1-29, 185-209. (53 p.)  
Jørgensen, Torstein. Religio sskiftep osesse  – et skifte a  plausi ilitetsst uktu ? , Norsk Tidsskrift for 

Misjon 49 (1995) 169-176. (13 p.)                                                         
In all 1117 p.  
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Course description 

MTHEOL-331 Texts from the history of dogmatics and moral philosophy 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Knut Alfsvåg 

 
 
Introduction:  
 The aim of this course is to train the students' ability to discuss central theological and ethical issues 
by letting them read and discuss central texts from the history of the church and European philosophy.  
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has a good knowledge of the major positions in the history of dogmatics and moral philosophy 
according to the primary sources 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 can present and evaluate the particular contribution in a given text  
 can discuss the problems presented in the texts within the framework of contemporary 

theological reflection  
 can  formulate and undertake research projects related to the texts 

 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Teaching form will be a combination of lectures and seminars with student contribution and 
discussions.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Present and discuss relevant texts from the reading list in class during the course 
 
Assessment: 
A 5000 words essay on one or more of the authors from the reading list and some of their writings, 
handed inn before the examination weeks. Oral exam related both to essay and other parts of the 
reading list. The candidate must pass both exams. The grade of the essay is adjusted after the oral 
exam. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
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Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 
Selections from  

McGrath, Alister (ed). The Christian Theology Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, 2011. (700 p.) 

Denise, Peterfreund and White (eds.), Great Traditions in Ethics, 12. ed., Belmont: Wadsworth 
Publishing, 2007. (400 p.) 

Wells, Samuel (ed.), Christian Ethics: An Introductory Reader.  Wiley-Blackwell 2010. (360 p.) 

In all about 1000 p.  
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Course description 

MTHEOL-332 The person and work of the Holy Spirit  
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer:  Knut Alfsvåg 

 
 
Introduction: 
 The course aims at an in depth study of the person and work of the Holy Spirit as understood 
throughout the history of the church and in relation to contemporary theological reflection. As the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian confessions is closely related to the church, this naturally 
includes a discussion of the understanding of church and worship. 
 
 
Learning outcome 
 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate 

 should have good knowledge of  the discussion of the person and work of the Holy Spirit both 
in an historical and a contemporary perspective 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate 

 should be able to present and evaluate different approaches to pneumatology in the history 
of the church and within the context of contemporary church life  

 should be able to explain the reasons for and implications of the historically important 
differences between the Christian denominations in their approaches to the understanding of 
the third person of the Trinity  

 should be able to discuss the attempts within the ecumenical movement of creating a more 
unified pneumatology  

 should be able to reflect on the relation between the doctrine of the Spirit, the doctrine of the 
church and the doctrine of sacraments and worship  

 should be able to apply the understanding of pneumatology, ecclesiology and liturgy in an 
evaluation of contemporary developments in the world wide church  

 should be able to undertake teaching work in pneumatology on various levels from the 
elementary to the academic  

 should be able to formulate and investigate relevant research questions in relation to the 

understanding of the Holy Spirit and the church 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Teaching form will be a combination of lectures and seminars with student contribution and 
discussions.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Present and defend one or two short essays related to the topic of the course 
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Assessment: 
A 5000 words essay on one or more of the authors from the reading list and some of their writings, 
handed inn before the examination week. Oral exam related both to essay and other parts of the 
reading list. The grade of the essay is adjusted after the oral exam. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature: 
Kärkkäinen, Veli-Matti. Penumatology: The Holy Spirit in Ecumenical, International and 

Contextual Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002. (190 p.) 
Kärkkäinen, Veli-Matti. An Introduction to Ecclesiology: Ecumenical, Historical and Global 

Perspectives. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002. (230 p.) 
Martinez, German. Signs of Freedom: Theology of the Christian Sacraments. New York: Paulist 

Press, 2003: 1-192. (190 p.) 
Rogers, Eugene F. Jr. After the Spirit: A Constructive Pneumatology from Resources outside the 

Modern West. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. (240 p.) 
Stephenson, John R. The Lord’s Supper. St. Louis: The Luther Academy, 2003: 1-225. (225 p.) 
Bryan P. Stone (ed.), A Reader in Ecclesiology. Farnham: Ashgate, 2012 (selection of 150 p.) 
 
In all 1225 p. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-333 Missiological Research – Text, Context and Method 

 
Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Kari Storstein Haug 

 
 
Introduction:  
This course introduces the student to Theology of Mission as a research discipline, and trains his or her 
ability to appropriate relevant scholarly literature, theories, and source material, formulate research 
problems and discuss them within a missiological framework. Special attention will be given to the 
discussion of Christianity as both indigenous and universal.  
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has advanced knowledge of Theology of Mission as research discipline, in particular its 
research history, central sources, themes and methodology. 

  has thorough knowledge of the relevant theories and perspectives on contextualization. 

  has knowledge of some of the most central ecumenical and confessional texts on theology 
of mission, and is able to analyse and evaluate them.  

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

  is able to formulate practical and theoretical problems within the field of Theology of 
Mission, and choose the appropriate methods and theories to deal with them. 

 can analyse different positions in the scholarly debate on contextualization and position 

him/herself in the scholarly discussion. 

 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Presentation and evaluation of selected texts from the course literature in a seminar 
 
Assessment: 
An individual assignment (essay) of 5000 word (+/-10%) on a given topic. Oral exam related both to 
essay and course literature. The candidate must pass both exam. The essay counts 2/3, the essay 1/3 
toward the final grade. 
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Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 
Bevans, Stephen B. Models of Contextual Theology. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 2005. (186 p.) 
Mortensen, Viggo (ed.). Walk Humbly With the Lord. Church and Mission Engaging Plurality. Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2011. (approx 200 p.) 
Oborji, Francis Anekwe. Concepts of Mission: The Evolution of Contemporary Missiology. Maryknoll, 

New York: Orbis Books, 2006, p. 41-58, 153-212. (78 p.)  
Scherer, James A., and Stephen Bevans. (ed.): New Directions in Mission and Evangelization. Vol 3: 

Faith and Culture. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1999, p. 1-103, 117-133, 146-174, 185-
195. (141 p.) 

                                            
Compendium 
E gels ike , To od: Co e ge e o  di e ge e? The elatio ship et ee  e e t e u e i al a d 

e a geli al issio  do u e ts , Swedish Missiological Themes 89, nr. 2 (2001): 197-220.                                          
(24 p.) 

Findeis, Hans-Jü ge : Missiolog .  I  Dictionary of Mission, ed. K. Müller et al., 299-303. Maryknoll, 
New York: Orbis Books, 1998. (5 p.) 

Kim, Sebastian, and Kirsteen Kim. Christianity as a World Religion. London and New York: Continuum, 
2008, p. 1-22. (23 p.) 

Kirk, J. Andrew. What is Mission? Theological Explorations. London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 
1999, ch.1. (16 p.) 

Kuste , Volke . To a d a  I te ultu al Theology: Paradigm Shifts in Missiology, Ecumenics, and 
Co pa ati e Religio .  I  Theology and the Religions: A Dialogue, ed. Viggo Mortensen, 171-
184. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003.                                                               
(14 p.) 

S he e , Ja es A. Missiolog  as a Dis ipli e a d What It I ludes.  I  New Directions in Mission and 
Evangelization. Vol 2: Theological Foundations, ed. James A. Scherer, Stephen B. Bevans, 173-
187. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1994. (25 p.) 

Verstraelen, F.J. et al. (eds.). Missiology. An Ecumenical Introduction. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995, ch. 1, 26-27. (44 p.) 

Walls, Andrew. The Missionary Movement in Christian History. Studies in the Transmission of Faith. 
Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books; Edinburg: T&T Clark, 1996, ch. 11. (17 p). 

Yung, Hwa. Mangoes or Bananas? The Quest for an Authentic Asian Christian Theology. Oxford: 
Regnum Books International, 1997, ch. 1. (30 p.) 

 
Documents 
About 100 pages of ecumenical and confessional texts on theology of mission 
 
Total 903 pages 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-334 Studies in Contemporary World Christianity 
 

Credits: 15 

Term: Spring 

Language of instruction: English 

Approved: HR item 12/11 

 

VID Specialized University- MHS 

Responsible lecturer: Kari Storstein Haug 

 
 

Introduction:  
This course introduces the student to the on-going studies of World Christianity, focusing particularly 
on main trends and aspects of contemporary Christian theology and Church practice in Asia and 
Africa. 

 

Learning outcome 

Knowledge 

After having completed the course, the candidate: 

 

 has a good understanding of different aspects of and perspectives on Christianity both as a 

global and local religion 

  is familiar with the methods utilised in studies of World Christianity 

 has knowledge of various expressions and interpretations of contemporary Christian 

theology and practice in Asia and Africa 

 

Skills 

After having completed the course, the candidate: 

 

 is able to present and critically analyse given texts on African and Asian theology in light of 

contemporary theories of contextualization 

 is able to formulate and undertake research projects related to contextual theology or 

intercultural theology 

 

Organization and work methods: 

Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 

 

Obligatory assignments during the course: 

Essay of 1500 word (+/-10%) on a given topic 

 

Assessment: 
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An individual assignment (essay) of 3500 word (+/-10%) on a given topic, handed in before the 

examination week. Oral exam  related both to essay and course literature. The grade of the essay is 

adjusted after the oral exam. 

 

Open for students with a right to study at VID: 

The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 

have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 

 

Stude t’s evaluatio :  

Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 

i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 

Literature 

Books: 

Kim, Sebastian, and Kirsteen Kim. Christianity as a World Religion. 2nd ed. London and New York: 
Bloomsbury Academic, 2016. (287 p.) 

Jenkins, Philip. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity. Revised and expanded 
edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007, p. 45-124. (80 p.) 

Sanneh, Lamin. Whose Religion is Christianity: The Gospel Beyond the West. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Eerdmans, 2003. (138 p.) 

Yung, Hwa. Mangoes or Bananas? The Quest for an Authentic Asian Christian Theology. Oxford: 
Regnum Books International, 1997, p. 61-242. (182 p.) 

About 300 pages of selected articles about African or Asian theology 

In all 987 p. 
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Course description 

MTEOL-335 Youth Theology  
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Kari Storstein Haug 

 
 
Introduction:  
This course introduces the student to contemporary discussions on the significance and challenges of 
youth culture for the mission of the Christian Church today. It gives an understanding of the 
ha a te isti s of outh ultu e, of ou g peoples  faith, as ell as k o ledge a out the on-going 

reflection on youth theology and how this challenges the Church in various ways. 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 has good knowledge of different aspects of and perspectives on youth culture, nationally 
and internationally. 

 has advanced knowledge of contemporary theories, models and discussions concerning 
youth theology. 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 is able to present and critically analyse different youth cultures and youth theologies, and its 
significance for the mission of the church today. 

  a  appl  theo ies of o te tualizatio  to the theologi al efle tio  o e i g the Chu h s 
work among young people. 

 is able to formulate and undertake research projects related to the significance of youth 

culture for the mission of the church today. 

 
 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Essay of 1500 word (+/-10%) on a given topic 
 
Assessment: 
An individual assignment (essay) of 3500 words (+/-10%) on a given topic. Oral exam related both to 
essay and course literature. The candidate must pass both exams. The grade of the essay is adjusted 
after the oral exam. 
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Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluation: 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 

Dean, Kenda Creasy. Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers Is Telling the American 
Church. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. (254 p.) 

Root, Andrew. Revisiting Relational Youth Ministry: From a Strategy of Influence to a Theology of 
Incarnation. Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP Books, 2007. (221 p.)  

Either  

Norheim, Bård Erik Hallesby. Kan tru praktiserast? Teologi for kristent ungdomsarbeid. Trondheim, 
Tapir Akademisk Forlag, 2008, p. 10-94, 286-308. (108 p.) 

Or 

Sudworth, Tim et al. Mission-shaped Youth: Rethinking Young People and Church. London: Church 
House Publishing, 2007. (114 p.) 

 

Compendium Norwegian speaking students 

Borgman, Dean. When Kumbaya Is Not Enough: A Practical Theology for Youth Ministry. Peabody: 
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1997, p. 1-88. (89 p.) 

Cray, Graham et al. Making Sense of Generation Y: The World View of 15-25 years olds. London: 
Church House Publishing, 2006, p. 3-53, 121-135. (66 p.) 

Holtedahl, Ø i d K. H a e  u gdo steologi og h o da  a eide ko tekstuelt ed u gdo  og 
teologi? , Norsk tidsskrift for misjon 3 (2005): 131-142. (12 p.) 

Jones, Tony, and Kenda Creasy Dean. The A iguities of G o i g Up Lo al .  I  Youth, Religion and 
Globalization: New Research in Practical Theology, ed. Richard R. Osmer and Kenda Creasy 
Dean, 251-272. International Practical Theology 3. Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2006. (22 p.) 

Le hei , Bi gitte. K kje o? Eit ekklesiologisk likk på aktuell Youth Mi ist -lite atu e på o sk , 
Prismet 56 nr. 4 (2005): 239-255. (17 p.) 

Le hei , Bi gitte. Whose o te t? Whi h Co te tualit ? O  k kje, ko tekstualitet og 
ko pleksitet.  I  Vegar i vegløysa? Ungdom, identitet og livssynsdanning i det postmoderne, 
ed. Jan Ove Ulstein and Per M. Aadnanes, 41-56. Trondheim: Tapir Akademisk Forlag, 2011. 
(16 p.) 

Trysnes, Irene. Å campe med Gud: en studie av kristne sommerstevner på Sørlandet. Prismet bok 6. 
Oslo: IKO-forlaget, 2012. (Utvalgte sider - perspektiver på kjønn og kjønnsroller i 
ungdomsarbeid, ca 40 p.) 

Ulstei , Ja  O e. U gdo steologi – fo , o  f å, ed elle  a  u gdo ?  In Vegar i vegløysa? 
Ungdom, identitet og livssynsdanning i det postmoderne, ed. Jan Ove Ulstein and Per M. 
Aadnanes, 14-39. Trondheim: Tapir Akademisk Forlag, 2011. (26 p.) 
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Compendium English speaking students 

Borgman, Dean. When Kumbaya Is Not Enough: A Practical Theology for Youth Ministry. Peabody: 
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1997, p. 1-88. (89 p.) 

Cray, Graham et al. Making Sense of Generation Y: The World View of 15-25 years olds. London: 
Church House Publishing, 2006, p. 3-53, 121-135. (66 p.) 

G iffiths, Ste e. Missio  i  a Youth Co te t: Ch istologi al a d Cultu al Pe spe ti es.  In Hans 
Austnaberg and Bård Mæland, Grensesprengende. Om forkynnelse for ungdom, 215-226. 
Trondheim: Tapir akademisk forlag, 2009. (12 p.) 

Jo es, To , a d Ke da C eas  Dea . The A iguities of G o i g Up Lo al .  I  Youth, Religion and 
Globalization: New Research in Practical Theology, ed. Richard R. Osmer and Kenda Creasy 
Dean, 251-272. International Practical Theology 3. Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2006. (22 p.) 

Selected articles approx. 100 p. 

Total Norwegian 871 p. 

Total English 878 p. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-336 Basic principles, research history, methods and textual sources in 
Science of Religion 

 
Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Gerd Marie Ådna 

 
 

Introduction:  
This course focuses on basic principles in the understanding of religion as a topic to be scholarly 
investigated, and the understanding of Science of Religion as an academic discipline, also with regards 
to its relationship to other disciplines with an interest in religion as a topic. The course gives an 
overview of the research history and various methods of this discipline. The course also integrates a 
study of the contexts and discourses of selected texts, including important religious texts and some 
classic texts from the history of Science of Religion, presenting different ways of interpreting religious 
phenomena. 

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 
 can give an overview of the discussion on how religion can be studied academically. 

 can explain the development and characteristics of Science of Religion as an academic discipline. 
 can discuss the selection of appropriate methodology and theory for the study of a particular 

religious topic. 

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 
 can analyse religious texts and classic texts from the history of the discipline with regards to the 

contexts and discourses of these texts. 
 
 
Organization and work methods: 
The course may be offered as a guided seminar with 18 seminar hours where students present reading 
reports and essay drafts for discussion.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Essay (2500 words +/- 10 %) is required before the exams, and handed in by the tenth week of the 
term. Graded passed / failed. 
 
Assessment: 
Six hours written examination. Evaluation with grades. 
 



57 
 

Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 
Bell, Catherine. Ritual; Perspectives and Dimensions. Oxford University Press, Oxford 1997 (268 p.) 
Paden, William E. Religious Worlds: The Comparative Study of Religion. Beacon Press, Boston 1994 

(170 p. ) 
Connolly, Peter (ed.). Approaches to the Study of Religion. Continuum, London / New York 1999,  1-

225. (225 p.) 
Markham, Ian S. (ed.): A World Religions Reader. 2nd ed, Blackwell, Oxford (1996), minus 

Christendom,  272-299  (342 p.) 
 
Texts for reflection (to be found in compendium): 
Du khei , É ile. The Ele e ta  Fo s of the Religious Life  , i  Willia  A.Lessa & E o  

Z.Vogt. Reader in Comparative Religion; An Anthropological Approach. 4.ed. HarperCollins 
Publishers, New York 1979: 27-35. (9 p.) 

Gee tz, Cliffo d. Religio  as a Cultu al S ste  , i  Willia  A.Lessa & E o  Z.Vogt. Reader in 
Comparative Religion; An Anthropological Approach. 4.ed. HarperCollins Publishers, New York 
1979: 78-89. (12 p.) 

Douglas, Ma . The A o i atio s of Le iti us  , i  Willia  A.Lessa & E o  Z.Vogt. Reader in 
Comparative Religion; An Anthropological Approach. 4.ed. HarperCollins Publishers, New York 
1979: 149-152. (4 p.) 

Douglas, Ma . Di t: Pu it  a d Da ge  , i  Ro ald L. G i es ed. . Readings in Ritual Studies. 
Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 1996: 159-170.  (12 p.) 

Douglas, Mary. Rent og urent; En analyse av forestillinger omkring urenhet og tabu. Pax Forlag, Oslo 
1997. I utvalg, (50 p.). 

Eliade, Mi ea. Ritual a d M th  , i  Ro ald L. G i es ed. . Readings in Ritual Studies. 
Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 1996: 194-201. (8 p.) 

Gi a d, Re é. Viole e a d the Sa ed: Sa ifi e  , i  Ro ald L. G i es ed. . Readings in Ritual 
Studies. Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 1996: 239-256. (18 p.) 

Tu e , Vi to  W. Bet i t a d Bet ee : The Li i al Pe iod i  Rites de Passage  , i  William 
A.Lessa & Evon Z.Vogt. Reader in Comparative Religion; An Anthropological Approach. 4.ed. 
HarperCollins Publishers, New York 1979: 234-243. (10 p.)  

Tu e , Vi to  W. Li i alit  a d Co u itas  , i  Ro ald L. G i es ed. : Readings in Ritual 
Studies. Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 1996: 511-519. (9 p.) 

a  Ge ep, A old. Te ito ial Passages a d the Classifi atio  of Rites  . The Rites of 
Passage), in Ronald L. Grimes (ed.). Readings in Ritual Studies. Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey 1996: 529-536. (8 p.) 

 
Total 1145 p. 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-338 Holistic religiosity 
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Gerd Marie Ådna 

 
 

Introduction:  
 This course focuses on new religious aspects of the 20th and 21st centuries. Philosophic, anthropologic 
and sociologic perspectives from the Science of Religion will illustrate both content and context. The 
course reflects further on how holistic religiosity is visible in different social media and on the 
experience of the visit to the Alternative Marked. 

 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 will have extended and advanced knowledge of philosophical, anthropological and sociological 
aspects of the study of holistic religiosity within a science of religion approach  

 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 can analyse the teaching of several groups that are defined as holisti  eligiosit , e  age  
o  e  eligio s o e e ts  

 can present the main spiritual ideas that are offered in these groups 
 can distinguish between different trends and groups 
 can discuss the anthropology within different groups   
 should be able to discuss ideas of sickness and health within a holistic framework 
 should be able to discuss how interactions with history and society affect the individual and 

communal spirituality within different groups and within traditional organized religious 

communities like the Church of Norway and others 

 
Organization and work methods: 
Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 

A  e u sio  to the Alte ati esse  i  Sta a ge  ill e a a ged during the Encounter program. 
This course is a follow up on this experience. Further, this course will offer a combination of lectures 
and seminars where the students are active in presenting their essays in process and articles read from 
the curriculum texts. Guests will be invited and / or excursions will be arranged. 

 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Essay (2500 words +/- 10 %) is required before the exams, and handed in 4 weeks before the exams. 
Graded passed / failed. 
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Assessment: 
6 hours written examination. Evaluation with grades. 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 

Hanegraaff, Wouter J. New Age religion and Western culture. Esoterism in the mirror of secular 
thought, State University of New York Press, Albany, 1998. (400 p. + 124 p. overview) 

Heelas, Paul and Linda Woodhead. The spiritual revolution: why religion is giving way to spirituality 
Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishing House, 2005. (204 p.) 

Kemp, Daren. New age: a guide: alternative spiritualities from Aquarian conspiracy to next age. 
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2004. (211 p.) 

Sutcliffe, Steven and Ingvild S. Gilhus (eds.) New Age Spirituality: rethinking religion. Durham: 
Acumen, 2013. (298 p.) 

 
In all 1113 p. (1237 p. incl overview) 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-339 Women in the world religions  
 

Credits: 15 
Term: Spring 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: HR item 12/11 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Gerd Marie Ådna 

 
 
Introduction:  
This course presents the position of gender and the situation for women in the world religions and in 
the so-called holistic new age movements. The role of feminist aspects in critical research and 
academia will be emphasized 
 
Learning outcome 
Knowledge 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 will have knowledge about gender issues in the world religions and the holistic new age 
movements 

 will have good knowledge about the situation for women in these religions and movements 
 will have good knowledge of the role and contribution of feminist aspects in scholarly 

description and analysis of these religions and movements 
 
Skills 
After having completed the course, the candidate: 
 

 should be able to analyse the views of different world religions and holistic movements of 
gender and gender roles 

 should be able to present more thoroughly the historical and ideological background for 
gender questions in two of these religious groups 

 should be able to discuss how religion and society are influenced by gender differences 
 should be able to discuss how symbols, teachings, rituals, social hierarchies and practices 

express gender differences 
 should be able to dis uss ho  glo alizatio  i flue es o e s status and roles in local 

contexts 

 
Organization and work methods: 
This course will offer a combination of lectures and seminars where the students are active in 
presenting their essays in process and articles read from the curriculum texts. Guests will be invited 
and / or excursions will be arranged.  Normally 18 hours. 
 
Obligatory assignments during the course: 
Essay (2500 words +/- 10 %) is required and handed in 4 weeks before the exams. Graded passed / 
failed. 
 
Assessment: 
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6 hours written exam. Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 
have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 
Literature 
Books: 
Ahmed, Leila. Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate. Yale University 

Press, New Haven / London 1992. (248 p.) 
[Samme bok i dansk oversettelse: Ahmed, Leila. Kvinder og køn i islam - Historiske rødder til en 

moderne debat. Oversat af Birgitte Rahbek. Forlaget Vandkunsten, Carsten Niebuhr 
Biblioteket, København 2009.] 

Bose, Mandakranta. Women in the Hindu Tradition: Rules, Roles and Expectations. London: 
Routledge, 2011. (165 p.) 

[Alternative for Norwegian speaking students: Fibiger, Marianne Qvortrup. Hindukvinder: Kvinders 
selvforståelse og rolle som traditionsformidlere i Punjab, Kenya og England. Aarhus 
Universitetsforlag, Århus, 1998. (180 p.)] 

Fisher, Mary Pat. Women in Religion. Pearson/Longman, Upper Saddle River 2007. (300 p.)                                                
Nussbaum, Martha C.: Women and Human Development, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 

2000, with special emphasis on p. 34-110 and 167-240. (151 p.) 
 
Compendium: 
Bo ie, Fio a. Se , Ge de , a d the Sa ed , i  Fio a Bo ie: The Anthropology of Religion. An 

Introduction. 2nd ed., Blackwell Publishing, Oxford 2009: 82–106. (25 p.)                                                                           
Du a , Ro e ta A . Musli  Wo e  i  Af i a  Histo , i  Nehe ia Le tzio  & Ra dall L. Pou els 

(eds.): The History of Islam in Africa. Ohio University Press / James Currey / David Philip, 
Athens (USA) / Oxford / Cape Town 2000: 397-417. (21 p.) 

Falk, Monica Lindberg. Making Fields of Merit. Buddhist Nuns Challenge Gendered Orders in Thailand. 
Gøteborg University, Dep. of Social Anthropology 2002: 83–106. (24 p.)                                                                           

Haupt a , Judith. I ages of Wo e  i  the Tal ud , i  Rose a  Radfo d Ruethe  ed. : Religion 
and Sexism. Images of Women in the Jewish and Christian Traditions. New York 1974: 184-212. 
(31 p.)   

Morgan, Sue. Fe i ist App oa hes  i  Pete  Co oll  ed. : Approaches to the Study of Religion. 
Continuum, London / New York 1999:42-72. (31 p.) 

Paul, Diana Y. Women in Buddhism. Images of the Feminine in Mahayana Tradition. University of 
Califo ia P ess, Be kele  . Ch. , The Nu : -105. (29 p.)                                              

Woodhead, Li da: Religio  a d Ge de , i  Religions in the Modern World. Traditions and 
Transformations. Edited by Linda Woodhead et al. 2nd ed. Routledge, London / New York 2009: 
471–488. (18 p.) 

Fo  No egia  speaki g stude ts: Bø ese , Ka i Elisa eth. Kjø  og eligio , i  I ge  Ma ie Ruud og 
Sigurd Hjelde (red.), Enhet i mangfold: 100 år med religionshistorie i Norge. Tano Aschehoug, 
Oslo 1998: 220–238. (19 p.)   

Mikaelsso , Lis eth. K i e  og Misjo . Et histo isk pe spekti , i  Tho  St a de æs ed.  Misjon og 
Kultur. Festskrift til Jan-Martin Berentsen. Misjonshøgskolens forlag, Stavanger 2006: 227–243. 
(17 p.) 
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Total: 1094 p. 
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Course description 
 
 

MTHEOL-317 Practical theology. Liturgics or Homiletics 
 

Credits: 15 

Term: Spring 

Language of instruction: English 

Approved: HR item 27/15 

VID Specialized University- MHS 

Responsible lecturer: Hans Austnaberg 

 
 

Introduction:  

The aim of this course is, firstly, to present practical theology as an academic discipline and a 

research subject. The student then chooses either to focus on homiletics or liturgics. In homiletics, 

the student is introduced to the history of homiletics and representative contributions on the 

principles, theology and process of preaching. In liturgics, the student is introduced to representative 

accounts of contemporary liturgical theology and theories of contextualizing Christian Worship.  

 

Learning outcome 

 

Knowledge 

After having completed the course, the candidate  

 

Practical theology 

 should have a good understanding of practical theology and its tasks 

 should know how qualitative methods may assist practical theological reflection 

 should have knowledge about current contributions to practical theology 

Homiletics 

 should know important issues in the history of homiletics 

 should know more recent contributions to homiletical themes 

 should have knowledge of some important trends in homiletics 

Liturgics 

 should have good understanding of main foci in contemporary main stream liturgical 

theology  

 should have familiarity with theory and methods which are utilized when contextualizing 

Christian worship and liturgies 

 

Skills 

After having completed the course, the candidate 

 

Practical theology 

 should be able to formulate and undertake research projects in practical theology 
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Homiletics 

 should be able to identify and use different ways of constructing the sermon 

Liturgics 

 should be able to present and critically analyze liturgies in light of liturgical theology and 

relevant theory on contextualization  

 

Organization and work methods: 

Lectures and group work.  Normally 18 hours. 

 

Obligatory assignments during the course: 

Individual essay of 1500 words (+/-10%) on a topic related to knowledge in the learning outcome, 

normally presented in seminar 

 

Assessment: 

An individual assignment (essay) of 3500 words (+/-10%) on a given topic. Oral exam (with grades) is 

related both to essay and course literature. The candidate must pass both exams. The grade of the 

essay is adjusted after the oral exam. 

 

Open for students with a right to study at VID: 

The course is open for all master-students at VID. Other students, who wish to follow the course, 

have to apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 

 

Stude t’s evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality-system at VID. The Quality-system 

i ludes a ious fo s of stude t s e aluatio . 
 

Literature: 

 

Practical theology (about 400 pages) 

Osmer, R. R. Practical Theology: An Introduction. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2008, 1-218 (219 p) 

Root, A. Christopraxis. A Practical Theology of the Cross. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2014, 3-34, 87- 

115, 189-241 (111 p) 

Swinton, John, and Harriet Mowat. Practical Theology and Qualitative Research. 2nd ed. ed.  London: 

SCM Press, 2016, 3-94, 267-279 (103 p) 

Homiletics (about 600 pages) 

Austnaberg, H. Improving Preaching by Listening to Listeners. Sunday Service Preaching in the  

Malagasy Lutheran Church. New York, Peter Lang, 2012, 7-30, 43-58, 135-202, 219-223 (109 

p) 

Day, D., et al. A Reader on Preaching. Making Connections. Aldershot, UK and Burlington, VT:  

Ashgate, 2005, 1-184 (184 p) 

Eslinger, R. L. The Web of Preaching: New Options in Homiletic Method. Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon  

Press., 2002, 11-52, 151-197, 201-240 (126 p) 

Wilson, P. S. A Concise History of Preaching. Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon Press. 1992 (196 p) 

 

Liturgics (about 600 pages) 
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Chan, Simon. Liturgical Theology: The Church as Worshiping Community. Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP 

Academic, 2006, 9-98, 126-166 (130 p) 

Fagerberg, David. F. Theologia Prima. What is Liturgical Theology? 2nd ed. Chicago/Mundelein,  

Illinois: Hillenbrand Books, 2004, 2-132 (130 p) 

Lathrop, Gordon W. Holy Things: A Liturgical Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998, 1-83, 161- 

179 (93 p) 

Spinks, Bryan. "From Liturgical Theology to Liturgical Theologies. Schmemann´s Legacy in Western 

Churches." St Vladimir's Theological Quarterly 53, no. 2-3 (2009): 231-49 (20 p). 

Worship and Culture in Dialogue. Ed. S. Anita Stauffer. Geneva: LWF Studies no 3, 1994, 7-56, 67-128, 

129-166 (150 p) 

Christian Worship: Unity in Cultural Diversity. Ed. S. Anita Stauffer. Geneva: LWF Studies no 1, 1996,  

23-28, 47-94 (52 p) 

 

Total: 433 + 615 + 585 pages 
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Course description 

MTHEOL-  Master’s Thesis  
 

Credits: 30 
Term: Fall 
Language of instruction: English 
Approved: UU item 14/15 
 
VID Specialized University- MHS 
Responsible lecturer: Terese Bue Kessel 

 
 

Introduction:  

Du i g the Maste s Deg ee P og a e, the stude t shall o plete a  i depe de t esea h p oje t 
esulti g i  a aste s thesis.  The o k is supposed to e o pleted i  o e te , hi h e uals  

ECTS-credits.  The subject of the thesis should be within New Testament or Systematic Theology (cf., 
as basis, the course MTHEOL- , te   o  ithi  o e of the stude t s fields of spe ializatio  f. 
Electives, term 10), and may be related to one of the other master degree disciplines or practical 
theology in an interdisciplinary way.  The School of Mission and Theology, which appoints a member 
of its a ade i  staff as tuto , ust app o e the stude t s hoi e of field fo  the aste  thesis.   

 

The stude t shall efo e the iddle of the thi d te  of the Maste s Degree Programme submit for 
approval by the School a project description containing a preliminary work title, research problem, 
current research, relevant theories and methodology, need for collection of data and a brief outline of 
the planned thesis. If fieldwork is foreseen and shall be conducted between the second and the third 
term, it must be prepared during the second term. 

 
The thesis should be written with 1.5 line spacing, 2.54-cm margins and in Times New Roman 12 points 
(10 points for footnotes).  The length of the thesis should be 28.000 words (+/- 10%).  The thesis may 
be written in English or Norwegian. VID Specialized University will set a deadline for submission of 
theses each term. 
 

Learning outcome: 

Knowledge  

After having completed the course, the candidate will: 

 have acquired an understanding of his/her own capacities for collecting different kinds of 
data, analyzing these data, and writing a Maste s Thesis.  

 have knowledge to understand key issues of theory and/or contextual/historical aspects of a 
limited academic area. 

 have acquired understanding of how to apply different analytical approaches towards a text 
and combine them with personal analysis and reflections. 
 

Skills 

After having completed the course, the candidate will:  
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 have achieved experience and practical competence in text related research methods and 
analysis. 

 have the ability to carry out textual analysis related to a selected topic. 
 be able to express advanced theoretical and empirical knowledge through academic writing. 
 be able to plan, carry out, and complete a large academic project.   

 
 
Assessment: 
Evaluation with grades 
 
Open for students with a right to study at VID: 
The course is open for all master students in theology at VID. Other students who want to attend the 
course must apply according to published deadlines (see student web). 
 
Stude ts’ evaluatio : 
Evaluations of our courses constitute a central part of the Quality system at VID. The Quality system 
i ludes a ious fo s of stude ts  e aluatio . 
 
Organization and work methods:  
The student will be appointed a tutor with whom she/he will be able to discuss the selection of 
literature and different analytical approaches towards the project. The tutoring should contain the 
following elements: 

 Both stude t a d tuto  sig  the Maste s Thesis o t a t 
 Together they elaborate a detailed plan for the project including an estimated deadline for 

the different chapters 
 Normally the student and the tutor meet four to six times during the project. Meetings can 

also take place through the internet, if this is agreed upon by both parties. The tutoring may 
be conducted together with other students/tutors. 

 The total tutoring, whi h i ludes oth eeti gs a d the tuto s eadi g of the te t, 
equivalents twenty-five hours 

 The tutoring-process normally ends one week before the deadline for the submission of the 
thesis. 

 
The writing process 
1. Drafts should be sent to the tutor in due time before the scheduled meetings. 
2. The tutor may, in consultation with the student, ask a second reader to review and respond to 

individual chapters. If the reader is not one of the staff of the School of Mission and Theology, 
disbursement of the reader must e dis ussed ith the S hool s ad i ist atio . 

3. Concerning the style of the thesis, use the VID Ge e al Guideli es fo  W iti g Maste  a d PhD 
Theses  a aila le at Vid.no).  When relevant, one should also consult Patrick Alexander, SBL 
Handbook of Style, or similar, discipline-specific guidebooks.  A completed thesis (28.000 words 
+/- 10%) does not include front-page, abstract, table of contents and bibliography. 

 
Submission and grading of the thesis 
4. The thesis should be submitted to VID Specialized University in three bound copies and one 

electronic version.  
5. Deadline for submission will be at 12:00 a.m. at a date to be specified by the School. 
6. If the thesis is not submitted within this deadline for any other reason than health problems 

documented by a medical certificate, grading (and graduation) will be postponed to the following 
term.  

7. The thesis will be graded by a committee consisting of the tutor and one external examiner 
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familiar with the field of study of the specific thesis. 
8. Grading is based on an evaluation of the written thesis according to the Grading scale in the 

Maste s Deg ee  


