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1. Presentation of the programme 
The Master's degree in citizenship and co-operation seeks to support the common European 

goal to promote social inclusion and solidarity, and maintain sustainable and health-

promoting welfare services. The programme is based on how challenges related to public 

health, demographic trends, accessibility and participation for all make it necessary to equip 

practitioners and planners with forward-looking competence.1 This entails recognizing the 

unequal distribution of opportunities for activity, involvement and social and societal 

participation. A focus on citizenship means that the field of rehabilitation has a health-

promotion perspective and that the focus on system and participation in public health is key 

to understanding functional capacity, health, citizenship and co-operation. 

The purpose of the interdisciplinary Master's degree programme in citizenship and co-

operation is to improve the quality of the planning and execution of welfare services, as well 

as the competence of those who perform such work, based on general civil rights and a 

societal perspective on health and functional capacity. This means improved general 

knowledge of welfare and competence in co-operation, trust and respect for the individual. At 

the same time, it points at a move away from a purely medical paradigm towards a more 

holistic approach to rehabilitation and the field of public health.2  

Citizenship entails a view of people that is consistent with human rights, and is based on 

vulnerability and mutual dependency being shared human characteristics. The programme 

provides insight into citizenship, in the form of citizens’ legal, political, social and religious 

rights, and its main focus is on people who are vulnerable as a result of issues related to 

their functional capacity and health. The programme also offers knowledge and skills 

associated with promoting citizenship in the disciplines of the welfare state (Meld. St. 13, 

2012).  

Citizenship is a matter of people being allowed to exercise their rights and duties in society 

based on their abilities; each citizen must be able to maintain his/her integrity, have freedom 

of choice and participate in everyday life, working life and social life. A focus on values and 

relations will foster critical thinking and ethical reflection on professional practices, and 

constitute the profile and core area of the programme. Different perspectives on citizenship 

and traditions are presented in order to develop students’ critical analysis skills. A critical 

view of health, social, care and educational work in the welfare field is consequently a key 

theme in the Master’s degree programme. Other key topics are different perspectives on 

health, functional capacity, disability and participation.  

Competence in co-operation is considered a prerequisite for supporting democratization and 

a sense of citizenship. General competence and skills include interdisciplinary co-operation, 

                                                
1 See for example: White Paper Meld. St. 34 (2012-2013) Public Health Report. Good health – a common responsibility. 

Ministry of Health and Care Services. HUNT3 study (2011) Public health development. NTNU HUNT Research Centre, Nord-

Trøndelag county administration. White Paper Meld. St. 7 (2015-2015): Long-term plan for research and higher education 

2015–2024. White Paper Meld. St. 13 (2011-2012): Utdanning for velferd [Education for welfare], Ludvigsen and Danielsen 

(2014): Ny oppgavefordeling mellom personellgrupper i helse- og omsorgssektoren: veien å gå for framtidas 

velferdstjenester? [New roles for health and care professionals: the path for the welfare services of the future?] Folkman 

and Haarr (2013): Samhandling, folkehelse og frivillighet: nye former for engasjement og deltakelse innenfor helse- og 

omsorgssektoren? [Co-operation, public health and volunteering: new forms of involvement and participation in the health 

and care sector?] 

2 Solvang, P. K. and Slettebø, S. (2012) Forståelser av rehabilitering [Understandings of rehabilitation]. In: Solvang. P. K. and 
Slettebø, S. Rehabilitering [Rehabilitation]. Oslo; Gyldendal Akademisk 
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social networking, local community work, innovation and co-operation with civil society. The 

programme's interdisciplinary profile is highlighted by examining co-creation – understood as 

comprehensive involvement processes within the population.3  

The purpose of the programme is to educate professionals at the postgraduate level, 

enabling them to meet society's demands for a greater focus on public health, promotion of 

health and early intervention, rehabilitation, and collaboration with a view to revitalizing the 

health, social, care and welfare services. Knowledge-based practices in the provision of 

services and planning work for vulnerable people will be central here. The programme 

qualifies students to provide services directly to citizens/users, to work as coordinators, and 

with professional development, teaching and supervision. The programme also qualifies 

students for further research and research training (PhD studies). 

The programme forms part of a tradition of diaconal ideas and practices, and its foundation is 

found in VID Specialized University's clarification of values relating to a holistic perspective 

on humanity, solidarity and forward-looking knowledge. 

2. Target group and admission requirements 
The Master’s degree programme targets professionals in education, health and welfare who 

provide services in municipal, state, private or non-profit organizations and who work in 

education. The programme is also suitable for administrative personnel and managers in 

municipal and state enterprises who are responsible for coordinating or planning public 

health and welfare services.  

The programme focuses on areas of society and services where the provision of services is 

planned, facilitated and executed. Relevant groups of professionals include social educators, 

occupational therapists, nurses, physiotherapists, social workers, child welfare officers, and 

teachers/educators in adapted education/health and social care. Personnel from the 

education and social sciences sectors with relevant experience may also be considered. 

Applicants from other programmes of professional study or who hold a cand. mag. or 

Bachelor's degree in the social sciences may be admitted, based on an individual 

assessment. These applicants must document at least one year of relevant work experience 

in the field of welfare after completing their education. The individual assessment will focus 

on relevant experience and the scope of relevant subjects/courses within the discipline, see 

section 3 of Regulations No. 1392 of 1 December 2005 Concerning Requirements for 

Master's Degrees. Admission and ranking follow the Regulations of 12 December 2016 

Relating to Admissions, Studies, Examinations and Degrees at VID Specialized University. 

Applicants who satisfy the admission requirements are ranked according to a weighted 

average of all examinations that form part of the academic basis for assessment. 

                                                
3 See for example: White Paper Meld. St. 47 (2008-2009): The Coordination Reform (Ministry of Health and Care Services 

2009), White Paper Meld. St. 29 (2012-2013): Future Care, (Ministry of Health and Care Services 2013), White Paper Meld. 

St. 45 (2012-2013): Frihet og Likeverd, om mennesker med utviklingshemming [Freedom and equality, about people with 

disabilities] (Ministry of Children, Equality and Social Inclusion 2013), White Paper Meld. St. 18 (2010–2011) Learning 

together. Tidlig innsats og gode læringsmiljøer for barn, unge og voksne med særlige behov [Early intervention and good 

learning environments for children, adolescents and adults with special needs] (Ministry of Education and Research 2011). 

White Paper Meld. St. 26 (2014-2015) The primary health and care services of tomorrow – localized and integrated 

(Ministry of Health and Care Services 2015). Sosial ulikhet i helse. En kunnskapsoversikt [Social inequalities in health. A 

review of the knowledge] (Dahl, Bergsli & van der Wiel 2014). 
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3. Learning outcomes 
In line with the National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education, the learning outcome 

descriptors are placed in the second cycle. 

After completing the programme, the candidate should have achieved the following learning 

outcomes, with respect to knowledge, skills and general competence: 

 

 

 

Knowledge: 

The candidate  

 has in-depth knowledge of citizenship and human rights 

 has in-depth knowledge of different forms of co-operation and contexts that promote 

citizenship 

 has knowledge of the challenges that face welfare society in respect of demographic 

changes and social inequalities in health 

 has in-depth knowledge of marginalization, inclusion and accessibility in terms of 

human, religious and cultural diversity 

 has detailed knowledge of public health and rehabilitation 

 has in-depth knowledge of the importance of democratic process to public health, 

rehabilitation, and social and political participation. 

 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to analyse and critically assess different work methods that promote public 

health  

 is able to analyse and critically assess different work methods that promote 

rehabilitation processes 

 is able to use relevant methods to initiate innovative processes based on user 

involvement, co-creation and citizenship 

 is able to promote citizenship by establishing broad-ranging involvement processes 

 has skills in interdisciplinary co-operation and is able to promote user involvement at 

different levels 

 has information literacy skills and digital competence that includes knowledge of 

academic dissemination, source management, literature searches and copyright 

 is able to exercise critical thinking and ethical judgment 

 

General competence: 

The candidate 

 has an understanding of the link between democratic processes and health, 
functional capacity, and public health  

 has an understanding of knowledge and work methods that promote citizenship and 

co-operation in relation to vulnerable people and groups 
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 is able to contribute to welfare and collective benefits in collaboration with the third 

sector – next-of-kin, volunteers and non-profit organizations 

 is able to assess inequalities in power, resources and accessibility in a critical, 

reflective and active manner 

 is able to use knowledge-based methods in professional practices and co-operation 

 is able to carry out an independent, defined research and development project under 

supervision, and disseminate results to other professionals, users and the general 

public 

 is able to practice critical thinking and ethical judgment 

 

4. Teaching and learning methods 
The teaching and learning methods are based on a social and procedural view of learning, 

where each individual’s shared responsibility and participation are key to knowledge 

production and professional development. As the programme has an 

interdisciplinary/interprofessional student population, the students’ participation and co-

creation in the teaching will support interdisciplinary collaborative learning (ICL). ICL provides 

a common platform for welfare competence, and will improve candidates’ ability to 

collaborate across disciplines after they complete their programme4. The purpose of an 

introduction to the different perspectives/discourses in the disciplines covered by the 

programme is to facilitate a critical and analytical approach and way of thinking.  

In order for students to have equal opportunities to complete the degree programme, the 

programme will seek to develop universal design solutions that are accessible to as many 

people as possible. Universal design will apply to access, rooms and equipment, as well as 

teaching, material and tools for learning (IT, films, presentations, etc). In addition to universal 

design, individual adaptation is provided pursuant to section 4-3 of the Universities and 

University Colleges Act and section 21 of the Equality and Anti-Discrimination Act. 

Accessibility and inclusion will be provided as a matter of course, in line with the view on 

learning, and will be reflected in practices. 

The learning activities include lectures, individual assignments, group work with 

presentations and plenary discussions, reflection papers (individual and in groups), and 

group activities on the learning platform, for example discussion forums and problem solving. 

Self-study of literature is also essential, together with mandatory coursework requirements 

and supervision. There is also a focus on written assignments throughout the programme in 

order to promote an understanding of the relationship between theory and practice, 

knowledge-based practice and different approaches to research. Written assignments will 

also help develop ethical reflection and critical analysis, as called for in the general 

objectives and core areas of the programme.  

The programme also places emphasis on assessment methods designed to assess 

knowledge, skills and general competence that are developed in conjunction with others. 

                                                
4 White Paper Meld. St. 13 (2011-2012) Utdanning for velferd. Samspill i praksis. [Education for welfare. Interaction in 

practice] Ministry of Education and Research. 
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5. Internationalization 
The Faculty of Health Studies has partner institutions in several countries in Europe, the 

Middle East and North America. The employees have experience with collaboration on 

research and education, which is shared through teaching and ensures that students have 

updated knowledge within our fields of research and the disciplines covered by the 

programme. 

The Faculty has experience with student and academic staff mobility through the 

ERASMUS+ programme, NORDPlus and other agreements, and can provide assistance with 

exchanges to and from our partner institutions. Such exchanges increase students’ 

competence and give them a comparative perspective on relevant courses. The mobility 

window for full-time students is the third semester, when elective courses from another 

institution can be approved. The fourth semester is also an option, with a period of study 

abroad where the student only works on his/her Master's thesis, receiving supervision online 

and via Skype. The corresponding mobility window for part-time students is semesters four to 

eight, where work is done on elective courses and/or the Master's thesis. 

Both the core areas citizenship and co-operation and the disciplines rehabilitation and public 

health draw on international literature and research. The syllabus is therefore in both English 

and Norwegian. Most teaching on the programme is in Norwegian. International guest 

lecturers on the Master’s programme offer an international dimension and updated 

knowledge, and make it possible to offer English as a language of instruction. 

The elective courses Public planning and universal design (10 ECTS credits) and 

Telecare/telehealth (10 ECTS credits) have been developed to be held in English, and have 

been made relevant to our partners and other external applicants. 

6. Assessment methods 
Examinations are held in accordance with the Regulations of 12 December 2016 Relating to 

Admissions, Studies, Examinations and Degrees at VID Specialized University. Students will 

sit an examination for each course, and different assessment methods are used. The 

description and scope of the assessment method are provided in the description of each 

course. 

The different courses are mainly graded from A–E for a pass or an F for a fail. A few courses 

are assessed as either a pass or a fail. Master’s theses are graded from A–F. 

 

7. Structure of the programme 
The Master’s degree programme is designed in accordance with the provisions in:  

 Act no. 15 Relating to Universities and University Colleges of 1 April 2005  

 Regulations no. 1392 of 1 December 2005 Concerning Requirements for Master’s 

Degrees (laid down by the Ministry of Education and Research of the day) 

 Regulations of 12 December 2016 Relating to Admissions, Studies, Examinations 

and Degrees at VID Specialized University. 

The Master’s programme is campus-based, and consists of five mandatory courses worth a 

total of 45 ECTS credits, in addition to a Master’s thesis worth 45 ECTS credits. Elective 

courses are worth 30 ECTS credits, and can be taken at VID Sandnes or a different VID 
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campus, another institution in Norway or another country with comparable credits system. If 

elective ECTS credits are taken elsewhere, the student must apply to have them recognized, 

in accordance with set criteria. 

The mandatory courses review core areas of the Master’s programme, and provide a 

foundation for the student’s scientific work and knowledge production, and provide a broad, 

shared foundation. The elective courses represent specialization within the student’s field of 

interest, related to the programme's core area and discipline, and allow the formation of 

profiles. The elective courses also represent further education that cannot be taken until 

reaching the Master’s degree level. The content of the programme is described in the course 

descriptions, as well as the learning outcomes.  

 

Table 1: Full-time course structure  

* Work on the Master's thesis counts as ECTS credits in the final semester 

1st year of programme 

Course 
code 

Course title ECTS 
credits 

Semester M/E* 

MEMEDBO-401 Perspectives on citizenship and co-operation  15 Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-403 Theory of science, research methods and 
research ethics 

15 Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-405 Master's thesis  * Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-402 Rehabilitation for children and adults in 
everyday life and society 

10 Spring M 

MEMEDBO-404 World views, values and professional practice 5 Spring M 

MEMEDBO-405 Master’s thesis – project description * Spring M 

MEMEDBO-5?? Elective course 10 Spring E 

2nd year of programme 

Course 
code 

Course title ECTS 
credits 

Semester M/E* 

MEMEDBO-5?? Elective course 10 Autumn E 

MEMEDBO-5?? Elective course 10 Autumn E 

MEMEDBO-405 Master's thesis  45 Spring M 

*M = mandatory course, E = elective course 
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Table 2: Part-time course structure 

1st year of programme 

Course 
code 

Course title ECTS 
credits 

Semester M/E* 

MEMEDBO-401 Perspectives on citizenship and co-operation 15 Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-402 Rehabilitation for children and adults in 
everyday life and society 

10 Spring M 

MEMEDBO-404 World views, values and professional practice 5 Spring M 

2nd year of programme 

Course 
code 

Course title ECTS 
credits 

Semester M/E* 

MEMEDBO-403 Theory of science, research methods and 
research ethics 

15 Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-405 Master's thesis: topic/research question * Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-5?? Elective course 10 Spring E 

3rd year of programme 

Course 
code 

Course title ECTS 
credits 

Semester M/E* 

MEMEDBO-5?? Elective course 10 Autumn E 

MEMEDBO-5?? Elective course 10 Spring E 

MEMEDBO-405 Master's thesis – project description * Spring M 

4th year of programme 

Course 
code 

Course title ECTS 
credits 

Semester M/E* 

MEMEDBO-405 Master's thesis * Autumn M 

MEMEDBO-405 Master's thesis 45 Spring M 

*M = mandatory course, E = elective course 
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10. (or 9.) Key information about the programme 

Norwegian title of study programme: 
Master i medborgerskap og samhandling 
 

English title of study programme: 
Master's degree in citizenship and co-operation 

ISCED code: 

Study programme code:  
 

Level of qualification:  
2nd cycle (Master’s degree) 

ECTS credits: 120 Degree upon completion: Master of Science 

Language of instruction: Norwegian Organization of the study programme: Full time and 
part time (50% student workload) 

Work placement: No Scope of work placement:  

Nominal length of study: 
2 years full time 
4 years part time 

Programme start-up: 
Autumn 

Place of instruction: 
Sandnes 

 

Target group and admission requirements 

The Master’s programme targets professionals who plan to work in the field of welfare, health 

and social care in municipal, state, private or non-profit organizations. The programme is also 

suitable for administrative personnel and managers in municipal or state enterprises who are 

responsible for coordinating or planning public health and welfare services.  

Applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree (180 ECTS credits) or other equivalent degree or 

education lasting at least three years in health, social care and other welfare subjects, as well 

as education. 

Description of the content and profile of the programme 

The Master's degree in citizenship and co-operation seeks to support the common European 

goal to promote social inclusion and solidarity, and maintain sustainable and health-promoting 

welfare services. The programme places emphasis on how health and quality of life are 

promoted through belonging, participation and involvement in everyday life, working life and 

social life. The Master’s degree in citizenship and co-operation provides a greater 

understanding of citizenship, understood as citizens’ legal, political, religious and social rights. 

The main focus is on people in vulnerable situations due to challenges related to health and/or 

functional capacity. Citizenship entails a view of people that is consistent with human rights, 

with inherent dignity at its core. 

 

The programme offers knowledge and skills associated with promoting citizenship in the fields 

of public health and rehabilitation. The programme provides competence in promoting 

citizenship through co-operation, which empowers citizens to take an active and participatory 

role in planning and decision-making processes – at both the individual and system level. The 

interdisciplinary Master's degree in citizenship and co-operation explores the challenges and 

resources associated with forward-looking welfare services by looking at, among other things, 
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social sustainability, civil society and voluntary work, partnership, co-creation and broad 

involvement processes in the population. 

The programme is worth a total of 120 ECTS credits. Elective courses worth 30 ECTS credits 

give students greater specialization in the desired field. Students can choose courses at the 

Sandnes campus, among other educational programmes at VID, or at other higher education 

institutions. 

 

Learning outcomes 

After completing the programme, the candidate should have achieved the following learning 

outcomes, with respect to knowledge, skills and general competence: 

 

Knowledge: 

The candidate  

 has in-depth knowledge of citizenship and human rights 

 has in-depth knowledge of different forms of co-operation and contexts that promote 

citizenship 

 has knowledge of the challenges that face welfare society in respect of demographic 

changes and social inequalities in health 

 has in-depth knowledge of marginalization, inclusion and accessibility in terms of 

human, religious and cultural diversity 

 has detailed knowledge of public health and rehabilitation 

 has in-depth knowledge of the importance of democratic processes to public health, 

rehabilitation, and social and political participation. 

 

 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to analyse and critically assess different work methods that promote public 

health  

 is able to analyse and critically assess different work methods that promote 

rehabilitation processes 

 is able to use relevant methods to initiate innovative processes based on user 

involvement, co-creation and citizenship 

 is able to promote citizenship by establishing broad-ranging involvement processes 

 has skills in interdisciplinary co-operation and is able to promote user involvement at 

different levels 

 has information literacy skills and digital competence that includes knowledge of 

academic dissemination, source management, literature searches and copyright 

 

General competence: 

The candidate 

 has an understanding of the link between democratic processes and health, functional 

capacity and public health  
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 has an understanding of knowledge and work methods that promote citizenship and co-

operation in relation to vulnerable people and groups 

 is able to contribute to welfare and collective benefits in collaboration with the third 

sector – next-of-kin, volunteers and non-profit organizations 

 is able to assess inequalities in power, resources and accessibility in a critical, reflective 

and active manner 

 is able to use knowledge-based methods in professional practices and co-operation 

 is able to carry out an independent, defined research and development project under 

supervision, and disseminate results to professionals, users and the general public 

 is able to practice critical thinking and ethical judgment 

Operationalization of the total leaning outcomes is specified in the form of learning outcomes 

for each course. 

 

Further studies upon completion of programme 

Upon completion of the programme, students will be qualified to apply for PhD positions and 

research training at VID Specialized University or at other universities and university colleges 

in Norway and abroad. 
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Course descriptions 
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Perspektiv på medborgerskap og samhandling 
Perspectives on citizenship and co-operation 

 

Facts about the course Teaching Work placement 
Course code: MEMEDBO-401 Language: Norwegian Work placement: No 
ECTS credits: 15  

Place of instruction: Sandnes 
Scope of work placement: x 
hours/weeks 

Offered as stand-alone course: No Semester: Autumn Student input hours 
Course status: Mandatory Mandatory teaching: Yes Classwork: 45 hours 
Course level: Postgraduate  Student-controlled work: 

405 hours 
Programme year 
Full time: 1st year 
Part time: 1st year  

 Total student input hours: 
360 hours 

Prerequisites: Bachelor's degree 

 

Content 

The course covers values and the theory of science foundation for the Master's degree in citizenship and 

co-operation. The course provides an overview of the fields of rehabilitation and public health, with the 

primary emphasis on public health. The course examines research that focuses on citizenship, and values 

and choices within relevant fields. The course explores and elaborates on how citizenship is promoted in 

co-operation and planning. This means shedding light on the importance of democratic processes to public 

health, and different perspectives on health, functional capacity and disability. 

The course focuses on increasing human rights for people and groups that are at risk. The challenges that 

the welfare state faces in terms of demographic changes, variations in health and functional capacity, and 

social inequalities in health are discussed. The importance of involvement and co-operation with the user, 

next-of-kin/close relatives, volunteers and civil society in planning and services will be emphasized.  

The course also includes critical analysis of concepts of knowledge and a pedagogical understanding of 

the arenas covered by the programme: the health sector, working life, everyday life, schools, kindergartens 

and local communities. Discussions of values regarding perspectives on humanity, and key concepts and 

values in professional practice are discussed. These include justice and acknowledgement, autonomy and 

self-determination, participation, belonging, power, and powerlessness.  

Main themes: 

 Key theories and research on citizenship  

 Demographic changes, changes in the health and functional capacity of the population, and social 

inequalities in health 

 Legislation and policy documents that address citizenship and co-operation 

 Human rights and democratic processes when dealing with civil society and vulnerable people 

 Different understandings of health and functional capacity 

 User involvement and co-operation across professions and service levels (citizen professional)  

 Working methods that promote innovation, co-creation, and co-production  

 Different understandings and working methods in public health (partnership and governance) which 

support justice and redistribution 

 Social networks, social capital, social sustainability and interdisciplinary perspectives on health  
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 Ethical, legal and world view challenges related to involvement and citizenship  

 

Learning outcomes 

After completing the course, the candidate should have achieved the following learning outcomes, with 
respect to knowledge, skills and general competence: 

Knowledge: 

The candidate 

 had advanced knowledge of public health 

 has knowledge of areas that impact on the welfare state related to health, functional capacity, 

demography, education, work and migration 

 has in-depth knowledge of understandings of health, functional capacity and disability, and of 

marginalization and associated inclusion processes 

 has in-depth knowledge of citizenship as a legal and political value and right, as a social process, 

and through practising beliefs or world views 

 is able to apply knowledge of different forms of co-operation and contexts that promote citizenship 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to identify and analyse relevant theories, discourses and practices in citizenship, based on 

the students’ work affiliation and experience 

 is able to use relevant methods to promote citizenship and public health through (broad) 

involvement processes in planning work and development of the discipline  

 is able to establish user-driven collaboration and co-operation across levels and professions  

 

General competence: 

The candidate 

 has an understanding of the link between health, functional capacity, public health and democratic 

processes 

 is able to independently analyse professional and ethical challenges related to citizenship and co-

operation in relation to vulnerable people and groups  

 is able to help reduce inequalities in health  

 is able to develop and disseminate innovative contributions together with citizens with different 

levels of functional capacity and vulnerable people 

 

Teaching and learning methods 

 Lectures/seminars  

 Online sessions or other e-learning resources 

 Self-study – literature studies  

 Group work 

 Written coursework  

 Student presentations 

 Supervision  
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Mandatory activities 

 In order to take the examination, students must have obtained approval of a written interdisciplinary 

group project.  

 

Assessment 

Assessment method Duration Grade Weighting 

Written individual home examination 

4000 words +/- 10% 
5 weeks A–F 100/100 

 

Additional examination/assessment information: 

The course concludes with an individual written individual home examination, where the student must 

demonstrate an understanding of key perspectives on citizenship and co-operation  

Syllabus 

Total number of pages: 1200 pages, including 250 pages chosen by the student from a set list. 

Arnstein, S. R. (1969). A ladder of citizen participation. Journal of the American Institute of Planners 35(4), 
216-224  

Bickenbach, J. (2017). How do we know whether changes in public policy legislation improve the conditions 

for exercising Active Citizenship by persons with disabilities? I B. Hvinden, R. Halvorsen, J. Bickenbach, D. 

Ferrari, & M. Guillen (Red). The changing Disability Policy System: Active Citizenship and disability in 

Europe. Volume 1. London: Routledge. s. 34-54 

Barnes, M. & Cotterell, P. Red (2012). Critical perspectives on user involvement. Bristol: The policy press. 

s.1-32, Ebok  

Boje, T.P (2017) Civilsamfund, medborgerskab og deltagelse. Danmark: Hans Reitzels forlag.  

- Kap. 1. Introduktion 

- Kap. 5 Medborgerskab- rettigheter, pligter og tilhørighetsforhold  

- Kap. 6 Inklusion, deltagelse og frigørelse- betydnigen af medborgersskab  

- Kap. 7 Social kapital og velferdsystemer- definition og begrebsafklaringer  

- Kap. 8 Former for frivillighet- aktivt medborgerskab eller ulønnet arbeidskraft  

- Kap. 9 Civilt engagement, medborgerskab og de sosial medier 

- Kap. 10 Civilsamfund, medborgerskab og deltagelse 

Bøckmann, K. & Kjellevold, A. (2015). Pårørende i helse- og omsorgstjenesten: en klinisk og juridisk 

innføring. (2.utg.) Bergen: Fagbokforlaget. s. 15-39  

Eide, A. J. & Haffeld, O. F.& Norheim O.F. (2011). Helse som menneskerettighet. Tidsskrift for den norske 
legeforening. 131 (20),2029 – 2031, (3 sider) doi: 10.4045/tidsskr.11.0808  

Fjørtoft, K. (2015). Rettferdighet som deltakelse på like vilkår. I: Agora, 32 (2-3) 22-39  

Fraser, N. (2009). Sosial rettferdighet i identitetspolitikkens tidsalder. I: Agora, 27 (4),213-235 

https://www.idunn.no/agora/2009/04/sosial_rettferdighet_i_identitetspolitikkens_tidsalder 

Gaventa, W. C. (2018). Disability and spirituality: Recovering wholeness. Waco: Baylor Univesity Press, kap 
1: Naming and defining spirituality: A brief history 15 s. 

file://///file01v-sa/users$/vibglo/Agora,%20%2032%20(2-3)
https://www.idunn.no/agora/2009/04/sosial_rettferdighet_i_identitetspolitikkens_tidsalder
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Gaventa, W. C. (2018). Disability and spirituality: Recovering wholeness. Waco: Baylor Univesity Press, kap 
10: Integrating spirituality in professional service and roles, 20 s. 

Gopinathan, U. (2014). Internasjonal helse og global helse, hva er forskjellen? Tidsskrift for den Norske 
Legeforening 134 (21), 2073 doi:10.4045/tidsskr.14.0624 

Glasby, J. & Dickinson, H. (2014). Partnership working in health and social care: What is integrated care and 

how can we deliver it? Better Partnership Series. UK: Policy Press. Bristol. s. 1-26  

Goth, S. U. (2014). Migrasjonshelse. I U. Småland Goth (Red.) Folkehelse i et norsk perspektiv. Oslo: 
Gyldendal Akademisk. s. 91-117  

Hammel, W. K. R (2017). Critical reflections on Occupational justice: Towards a right based approach to 
occupational justice. Canadian Journal of Occupational Justice 84(1), 47-57 DOI: 
10.1177/0008417416654501 

Halsaa, B. Hellum, A. (2010). Rettferdighet: en dyd av nødvendighet. I B. Halsaa & A. Hellum (Red.) 
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Habilitering og rehabilitering i hverdagsliv og samfunnsliv 
Rehabilitation for children and adults in everyday life and society 

Facts about the course Teaching Work placement 
Course code: MEMEDBO-402 Language: Norwegian Work placement: No 
ECTS credits: 10 Place: Sandnes  
Offered as stand-alone course: No Semester: Spring Student input hours 
Course status: Mandatory Mandatory teaching: Yes Classwork: 30 hours 
Course level: Postgraduate  Student-controlled work: 

270 hours 
Programme year 
Full time: 1st year 
Part time: 1st year  

 Total student input hours: 
240 hours 

Prerequisites: the course MEMEDBO-401 

 

Content 

Course 2 reviews rehabilitation thinking (values and principles) and the history and current practices of this 

activity. Different perspectives in the field of study and research will be presented, with a focus on 

interpretation, realization and application of research for practical use. In detail and more specifically, the 

course presents and discusses the who, what, where and how of rehabilitation. There will be a focus on 

everyday life and participation, rehabilitation as a process, coping, motivation and objectives. Assignments 

that focus on ethical reflection in difficult situations will be discussed. 

There will then be a focus on interdisciplinary/interprofessional co-operation in general and teamwork in 

particular, where each student must view his/her profession and field as part of a whole. The exercises 

during the programme will focus on how to reflect ethically on shared values, and how to promote a culture 

where differences and diversity are valued. The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and 

Health – ICF (WHO, 2003) will be followed. A holistic process and a clearer role for the user will be key 

themes. 

 

Main themes: 

 Relevant and historic framework conditions for rehabilitation activities  

 Rehabilitation as a phenomenon and process 

 Sociological, psychological and medical approaches to rehabilitation 

 Users' involvement and autonomy 

 Life course, everyday life and meaningful activity 

 Healing processes – recovery associated with rehabilitation 

 Interdisciplinary/interprofessional co-operation 

 Co-operation and interaction with families/next-of-kin and civil society 

 The importance of citizenship and participation socially and in society 

 The importance of the surroundings in terms of inclusion and participation 

 Practical challenges and ethical dilemmas in collaboration processes 

 Documentation and evaluation 
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Learning outcomes 

 

Knowledge: 

The candidate 

 has advanced knowledge within the field of rehabilitation; national health policy guidelines, values 

and its scientific foundation 

 has in-depth knowledge of sociological, psychological, medical and occupational science theories 

and models that are relevant to the field of rehabilitation 

 has specialized knowledge of users’ rights and involvement in order to achieve own goals  

 has in-depth knowledge of resources and challenges related to diversity in the population 

 has detailed knowledge of interdisciplinary and interprofessional collaboration 

 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to work independently and in an interdisciplinary manner with practical and theoretical 

issues related to rehabilitation and co-operation 

 is able to use relevant methods to involve family, next-of-kin and other civil society contributors  

 is able to use forms of communication that help build relations and allow dialogue 

 is able to critically assess and reflect on ethical dilemmas in different rehabilitation practices, in the 

light of citizenship and empowerment. 

 

General competence: 

The candidate 

 is able to identify relationships in municipal and state systems, and critically assess organizational 

and policy documents 

 masters language and forms of expression for the field of rehabilitation and is able to communicate 

relevant issues across levels and professions  

 is able to contribute to innovation and development of best practices. 

 
 

Teaching and learning methods 

The course is campus-based, combined with teaching resources via an online learning platform.  

 Lectures 

 Group work  

 Oral presentations 

 Online resources, like discussion forums, problem solving, etc. 

 Supervision 

 Mandatory coursework requirements 
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Mandatory activities 

 The student must have obtained approval of a reflective note that provides a basis for class 

discussion. Individual coursework requirements are assessed as pass/fail. The word limit is 800 

words +/- 10%. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment method Duration Grade Weighting 

Written individual home examination 
3500 words +/- 10% 

3 days A–F 100/100 

 

Additional examination/assessment information: 

The course concludes with a written individual home examination, where the student must demonstrate 

advanced knowledge in the field of rehabilitation. 

 

Syllabus 

Bickenbach, J. E., Chatterji, S., Badley, E.M. & Üstün, T.B (1999). Models of disablement, universalism 
and the international classification of impairments, disabilities and handicap. Social Science & Medicine, 48 
(9), 1173-1187  
 
Christensen, K. (2012). Når velferdstjenester møter ny velferdsstyring; om implementeringen av IPLOS. 
Sosiologi i dag, 42(2), 48-69 
 
Davis, J. (2012) Conceptual issues in childhood and disability. Integrating theories from childhood and 
disability studies. I: Watson, N., Roulstone, A., & Thomas, C. Routledge Handbook of Disability Studies. 
Hoboken: Taylor and Francis. Kap 31, s. 414-425  
 
Feiring, M. (2012). Fra abnormskole til samfunnsorientert rehabilitering. I: P. K. Solvang & Å. Slettebø 
(Red.), Rehabilitering; Individuelle prosesser, fagutvikling og samordning av tjenester.Oslo: Gyldendal 
Akademisk (s. 38-51).  
 
Feiring, M. (2013). "Rehabilitering - bygger på evne til samhandling": Et historisk blikk på forholdet mellom 
velferdspolitikk og kunnskapspraksis. I: A. Tjora & L. Melby (Red.), Samhandling for helse Oslo: Gyldendal 
Akademisk. Kap 4  
 
Feiring, M. (2014) Karen Whalley Hammel – en kritisk stemme innen ergoterapi og rehabilitering, 
Ergoterapeuten, No 57(3), s. 50-55 
 
Frank, A. W. (2013). The wounded storyteller: body, illness, and ethics (2. Utg.) Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. Kap 1-3 
 
Fransen, H., Pollard, N., Kantartzis, S.,Viana-Moldes, I. (2015) Participatory citizenship: Critical 
perspectives on client-centred occupational therapy. Scandinavian Journal of Occupational Therapy, 
Vol.22(4) 260-266  
 
Fredriksen, M og Quist, H-P. (2016) Frivillighed blant ældre: aktiv aldring i civilsamfundet. I: Jensen, P. og 
Rostgaard, T. Det aldrende samfund. Utfordringer og nye muligheter. Frydenlund Akadeic, Fredriksberg. 
Kap 7 (s. 113-133)  
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Hanisch, H. M. (2014) Recognizing Disability. I: Bickenbach J., Felder, F. og Schmitz,B.(red) Disability and 
the good human life. Cambridge Univ. Press, Kap 5  
 
Hagen, R., & Johnsen, E. (2013). Styring gjennom samhandling: Samhandlingsformen som kasus. I: A. 
Tjora & L. Melby (Red.), Samhandling for helse. Kunnskap, kommunikasjon og teknologi i helsetjenesten. 
Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. Kap 2  
 
Hammell, K. W. (2006). Perspectives on disability & rehabilitation: contesting assumptions; challenging 
practice. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone/Elsevier. Kap 1-5 og 8  
 
Jensen, P. og Rostgaard, T. (2016) Det aldrende samfund. Utfordringer og nye muligheter. I: Jensen, P. og 
Rostgaard, T. Det aldrende samfund. Utfordringer og nye muligheter. Frydenlund Akadeic, Fredriksberg. 
Kap 1  
 
Kittelsaa, A. M. (2014). Self-presentations and intellectual disability. Scandinavian Journal of Disability 
research, 16 (1)29-44  
 
Kittelsaa, A. M. og Tøssebro, J. (2014) Foreldrenes erfaringer med hjelpeapparatet I: Tøssebro, J. og 
Wendelborg C., Oppvekst med funksjonshemming. Familie, livsløp og overganger. (s. 153-178)  
 
Magasi, S., Wong, A., Gray, D. B., Hammel, J., Baum, C., Wang, C.-C., & Heinemann, A. W. (2015) 
Theoretical foundations for the measurement of environmental factors and their impact on participation 
among people with disabilities. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, 96 (4), 569-577. Hentet 
fra: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003999314013082 
 

Melby, L., & Tjora, A. (2013). Samhandlingens mange ansikt. I: A. Tjora & L. Melby (red.), Samhandling for 
helse. Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. Kap 1  
 
Myhra, A.-B. (2012). Fra bruker til samarbeidspartner: realisering av brukermedvirkning. Bergen: 
Fagbokforl. Kap 1-8  
 
Petersen, L. F. (2012) Hverdagsliv og betydningsfulde aktiviteter. I: Schrøder, I., & Schultz Petersen, K. 
(2012). Sociologi og rehabilitering. København: Munksgaard. Kap 15  
 
Rudman, D. L. (2012) Governing through occupation: Shaping expectations and possibilities. I: Whiteford 
G. E. og Hocking, C. (Red.) Occupational Science; Society, Inclusion, Participation. Oxford, Wiley-
Blackwell  
 
Rønning, R. (2011). Frivillige og lønnede på samme lag: om styrking av den frivillige innsatsen i 
omsorgsarbeidet - i samspill med offentlig sektor. ØF-rapport, 18/2011, Østlandsforskning. Hentet fra: 
http://www.ostforsk.no/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/182011.pdf  
 
Sajjad, T. A. (2008) Habilitering i et fleretnisk Norge. I: von Tetzchner, S., Hesselberg, F. og Schiørbeck, H. 
(2008) Habilitering. Tverrfaglig arbeid for mennesker med utviklingsmessige funksjonshemninger. 
Gyldendal Akademisk, Oslo, kap 18, s. 500-514  
 
Solvang, P., Hanisch, H. M. & Reinhardt, J. D. (2016) The rehabilitation matrix: producing knowledge at 
micro, meso and macro levels. Disability Rehabilitation, Sept 19: 1-7. Hentet fra: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09638288.2016.1212115?needAccess=true (6)  
 
Solvang, P. K., & Slettebø, Å. (2012). Forståelser av rehabilitering. I: P. K. Solvang & Å. Slettebø (Red.), 
Rehabilitering: individuelle prosesser, fagutvikling og samordning av tjenester. Oslo: Gyldendal akademisk 
(s. 15-34)  
 
Sommer, M., Strand, M., Borg, M., & Ness, O. (2013). Medvandrer og hverdagshjelper: fagpersoners 
erfaringer med å bidra til styrking av brukeres medborgerskap. Tidsskrift for psykisk helsearbeid, 10(1), 36-
45 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003999314013082
http://www.ostforsk.no/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/182011.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09638288.2016.1212115?needAccess=true
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Storm, M. & Edwards, A. (2013) Models of user involvement in the mental health context: Intentions and 
implementation challenges. Psychiatric Quarterly. 84(3), 313-327  
 
Storm, M. & Davidson, L. (2010) Inpatients and providers' experiences with user involvement in inpatient 
care. Psychiatric Quarterly, 81(2), 111-125  
 
Thuesen, J., & Neidel, A. (2012). Aktører i rehabiliteringsprocessen. I: I. Scrøder & K. Schultz Petersen 
(Red.), Sociologi og rehabilitering. København: Munksgaard. Kap 15  
 
Thuesen J (2016): Brugerinddragelse i rehabilitering – mellem institution og hverdagsliv. I: Glasdam S og 
Jørgensen, J. W. (red): Det nære sundhedsvæsen – perspektiver på samfundsudvikling og møder mellem 
mennesker. København: Munksgaard. (s. 226-237)  
 
Van Dongen, E., & Elema, R. (2001). The art of touching: The culture of 'body work' in nursing. 
Anthropology & Medicine, 8 (2-3), 149-162. doi:10.1080/13648470120101345  
 
Willumsen, E., & Ødegård, A. (2016). Tverrprofesjonelt samarbeid: Et samfunnsoppdrag (2. utg.). Oslo: 
Universitetsforlaget. Kap 1-3 
 
Ytterhus, B., Wendelborg, C. og Lundeby, H. (2008) Managing turningpoints and transitions in childhood 
and parenthood – insights from families with disabled children in Norway. Disability & Society, 23 (6) 625-
636  
 
Østensjø, S., & Søberg, H. (2012). ICF som begrepsapparat og klassifikasjonssystem. I: P. K. Solvang & 
Å. Slettebø (Red.), Rehabilitering; Individuelle prosesser, fagutvikling og samordning av tjenester Oslo: 
Gyldendal Akademisk. Kap 18  
 
Totalt ca 790 s.  
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Vitenskapsteori, forskningsmetoder og forskningsetikk 

Theory of science, research methods and research ethics 

Facts about the course Teaching Work placement 

Course code: MAMEDBO-404 Language of instruction: 
Norwegian 

Work placement: No 

ECTS credits: 15 Place of instruction: Sandnes  

Offered as stand-alone course: No Semester: Autumn Student input hours 

Course status: Mandatory Mandatory teaching: Yes Classwork: 

30 hours 

Course level: Postgraduate  Student-controlled work: 

240 hours 

Programme year 

Full time: 1st year 

Part time: 2nd year 

 Total student input hours: 

270 hours 

Prerequisites:  

 

Content 

The course provides an introduction to general epistemological perspectives and problems, and 

facilitates further reflection on the traditions of scholarly theory in health and social studies, social 

sciences, theology, diaconia and leadership studies. The relationship between science and values 

and between different theory of science positions will be explored. The implications for research in 

the various fields of study will be thematized.  

 

The course presents the scientific basis for qualitative research design; research methods, 

systematic working and key concepts. Different ways of generating data, analytical methods, and 

various interpretation traditions will be explained. Processes related to transparency, 

contextualization, service user involvement, as well as the researcher’s influence and ethical 

responsibility will be clarified. 

 

The course also provides a scientific basis for quantitative methods, an introduction to key 

concepts, different types of design and methods for collecting quantitative data. The areas of 

application, possibilities and limitations of different designs and methods will be discussed. An 

introduction will be given to various traditions of analysis.  

The course prepares students for working on the Master’s thesis and has a general focus on 

developing students’ information skills. The course also addresses ethical challenges in research 

involving vulnerable groups, and examines key research ethics principles and guidelines using an 

interdisciplinary approach. 

 

Main themes: 

 Scientific knowledge and professional knowledge 

 Main traditions in the theory of science and theory of knowledge: empirical traditions, 

hermeneutics, phenomenology and social constructivism 
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 Various methods for generating qualitative data, such as interviews, field studies, document 

analysis 

 Analysis of qualitative data and presentation of findings 

 Different methods for generating quantitative data  

 Principles for operationalization of variables and methods for sample routines 

 Statistical analysis and production of quantitative data 

 Research ethics 

 

Learning outcomes 

On completion of the course, the candidate should be able to demonstrate the following learning 
outcomes with respect to knowledge, skills and general competence: 

 

Knowledge: 

The candidate 

 has in-depth knowledge of different fundamental views within the theory of science and 

theory of knowledge, and of hermeneutical textual interpretation traditions 

 has specialized insight into how the general theory of science debate is reflected in the 

candidate’s field of study 

 has advanced knowledge of the main characteristics of qualitative and quantitative research 

designs and research methods 

 has in-depth knowledge of how data is generated in qualitative research projects 

 has advanced knowledge of different analytical perspectives and how these are applied in 

qualitative research 

 has in-depth knowledge of principles for generating quantitative data, as well as knowledge 

of the operationalization of variables and sample routines in quantitative research projects 

 has advanced knowledge of concepts and analytical approaches in quantitative research 

traditions 

 has in-depth knowledge of current research ethics laws and guidelines on research 

traditions in the humanities, social sciences or health. 

 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to reflect on science and knowledge traditions, and critically evaluate their impact on 

research within the candidate’s field of study 

 is able to design an independent and defined research project in which the theory of science 

and qualitative and/or quantitative research methods are reflected and applied 

 is able to generate and analyse data according to scientific methods that are relevant to the 

student’s field of study  

 is able to evaluate and communicate opportunities and limitations of qualitative, quantitative 

and textual analysis research methods and assess which questions they are best suited to 

answering 

 is able to critically evaluate and quality assure sources, and accurately reference applied 

research  

 is able to identify and reflect on research ethics issues and apply research ethics guidelines 

when using qualitative and quantitative research methods. 
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General competence: 

The candidate 

 has in-depth knowledge of scientific argumentation and different positions in contemporary 

debates in the field 

 is able to apply skills and knowledge in methodology and scholarly theory to new areas in 

the field 

 is able to analyse and critically reflect on the relevance of research projects and scholarly 

articles to the student’s subject area 

 is able to evaluate and communicate general research ethics requirements within research 
traditions in the humanities, social sciences or health. 

 
 

Teaching and learning methods 

 Online sessions and ‘reverse teaching’ 

 Seminars and lectures 

 Various student-active learning methods such as learning platform forums and presentations 

of subject material in small groups 

 Interdisciplinary group work 
 
 

Mandatory activities 

 Students must complete one coursework requirement within each of the course’s two 

methodology disciplines. The coursework requirements can take different forms, such as 

practical exercises, online multiple-choice tests, group presentations, etc. There may also be 

work with methods for the draft project description. 

 Students must write an individual essay on a problem relating to scholarly theory (1500 

words +/- 10%). 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment method Duration Grade Weighting 

Home examination 3 weeks A–F 100/100 

 

Additional examination/assessment information: 

Three-week individual written home examination on a given topic (4000 words +/- 10%). 

 

Syllabus 

 

Theory of science 

Bjørndal, A. (2009). Målet er kunnskapsbaserte og brukersentrerte tjenester. I: H. Grimen & L. I. Terum 
(Red.), Evidensbasert profesjonsutøvelse (s. 125-144). Oslo: Abstrakt Forlag.  
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Ekeland, T. J. (2009). Hva er evidensen for evidensbasert praksis? I H. Grimen & L. I. Terum (Red.), 
Evidensbasert profesjonsutøvelse (s. 145-168), Oslo: Abstrakt Forlag.  

Krogh, T. (2014). Hermeneutikk. Om å forstå og fortolke. (2. utg.). Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. 

Rasborg, K. (2013). Socialkonstruktivismer i klassisk og moderne sociologi. I L. Fuglsang, P. B. Olsen & K. 
Rasborg (Red.), Videnskabsteori i samfundsvidenskaberne (s. 403-438). (3. utg.). Fredriksberg: 
Samfundslitteratur.  

Thomassen, M. (2006). Vitenskap, kunnskap og praksis (s. 41-138). Oslo: Gyldendal.  

Zahavi, D. (2014). Fænomenologi. I F. Collin & S. Køppe (Red.), Humanistisk videnskabsteori (s. 189-222). 
(3. utg.). København: Lindhardt og Ringhof.  

 

Qualitative research methods 

Fangen, K. (2010). Deltagende observasjon (kap. 1, 3-5). Bergen: Fagbokforlaget.  

Halkier, B. (2016). Fokusgrupper (kap 1). (3. utg.). Fredriksberg: Samfundslitteratur  

Jacobsson, K. (2016). Analysing Documents through Fieldwork. I D. Silverman (Red.), Qualitative Research 

(s. 155-170). London: SAGE Publication Ltd.  

James, N. & Busher, H. (2016). Online Interviewing. I D. Silverman (Red.), Qualitative Research (s. 245-

260). London: SAGE Publication Ltd.  

Kvale, S. & Brinkmann, S. (2015). Det kvalitative forskningsintervju (kap. 6-15). (3. utg.). Oslo: Gyldendal 

Akademisk.  

Miller, J. & Glasser B. (2016). The ‘Inside’ and the ‘Outside’: Finding Realities in Interviews. I D. Silverman 

(Red.), Qualitative Research (s. 51-66). London: SAGE Publication Ltd. 

Ryen, A. (2016). Research Ethics and Qualitative Research. I D. Silverman (Red.), Qualitative Research (s. 

31-48). London: SAGE Publication Ltd.  

Thagaard, T. (2013). Systematikk og innlevelse: en innføring i kvalitativ metode (Kap. 10). Bergen: 

Fagbokforlaget.  

 

 

Quantitative research methods 

Johannessen, A., Tufte, P. A & Christoffersen, L. (2016). Introduksjon til samfunnsvitenskapelig metode 

(kap. 1-4, 19-26) (5. utg.). Oslo: Abstrakt forlag.  

Bjørndal, A. & Hofoss, D. (2004). Statistikk for helse- og sosialfagene (kap. 5-8, 11, 13, 16, 17, 18). Oslo: 

Gyldendal Akademisk.  

Wheelan, C. J. (2013). Naked statistics : stripping the dread from the data (kap. 7 og 8). New York: W. W. 

Norton & Company.  

 

 

Research ethics 

Act Relating to Ethics and Integrity in Research (the Research Ethics Act) of 1 May 2017 

(https://lovdata.no/dokument/NL/lov/2017-04-28-23) 

 

General Guidelines for Research Ethics Written by the National Research Ethics Committees, 2014. 

(https://www.etikkom.no/forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/Generelle-forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/) ENGLISH:  

 

https://lovdata.no/dokument/NL/lov/28/04/2017-23
https://www.etikkom.no/forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/Generelle-forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/
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General guidelines for research ethics https://www.etikkom.no/forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/Generelle-

forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/general-guidelines-for-research-ethics/  

 

European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity, ALLEA 2017 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-ethics_code-of-conduct_en.pdf) 

 

 

Subject area syllabus 

About 200 pages of the syllabus in theory of science, research methods and ethics will be chosen by the course 

coordinator on each Master’s programme. 

 

Specific to MAMEDBO theory of science: 

Specific to MAMEDBO quantitative method: 

Specific to MAMEDBO qualitative method: 

 

 

 

Total about 1100 pages 

  

https://www.etikkom.no/forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/Generelle-forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/general-guidelines-for-research-ethics/
https://www.etikkom.no/forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/Generelle-forskningsetiske-retningslinjer/general-guidelines-for-research-ethics/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/h2020-ethics_code-of-conduct_en.pdf
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Livssyn, verdier og relasjoner i profesjonell praksis 

World views, values and professional practice 

Facts about the course Teaching Work placement 
Course code: MAMEDBO-403 Language: Norwegian Work placement: No 
ECTS credits: 5 Place: Sandnes  
Offered as stand-alone course: No Semester: Spring Student input hours 
Course status: Mandatory Mandatory teaching: Yes Classwork: 

15 hours 
Course level: Postgraduate  Student-controlled work: 

125 hours 
Programme year 
Full time: 1st year 
Part time: 1st year  

 Total student input hours: 
140 hours 

Prerequisites: mandatory course 1  

 

Content 

This is a profile course included in all Master’s degree programmes at VID Specialized University. The 
course focuses on providing a value-conscious understanding of professional practice, as well as an 
understanding of VID Specialized University’s diaconal values. 

The course particularly highlights challenges associated with power-related issues as well as world view 
and value pluralism in professional practice. The course seeks to develop awareness surrounding the 
candidates’ personal values and world views and how these may impact on their encounters with service 
users whose values and world views are different. 

 

Main themes: 

 Values in professional practice 

 World view pluralism in a multicultural society 

 The tension between cultural diversity, secularization and individualization as contexts for 
professional practice 

 Critical reflection on personal preconceptions and values 

 Power perspectives in professional practice 

 Diaconal and faith-based traditions in professional practice 

 

Learning outcomes 

After completing the course, the candidate should have achieved the following learning outcomes, with 
respect to knowledge, skills and general competence: 

Knowledge: 

The candidate 

 has knowledge of critical discourses on power relations and values relating to professional practice 

 has knowledge of the traditions and roles of faith-based and diaconal service providers in society, 
healthcare and welfare 

 has in-depth knowledge of the significance of service users’ world views and values relating to 
professional practice 



  

28 
 

 

 

 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to analyse issues relating to health and care services in light of society’s diverse cultures 
and world views 

 is able to discuss and analyse the impact of world views and values on professional practice 

 is able to identify and critically assess power relations in professional relationships. 
 

General competence: 

The candidate 

 is able to participate in interdisciplinary discussions on values 
 

Teaching and learning methods 

 Online sessions 

 Seminars/lectures 

 Student-active methods that promote interdisciplinary reflection and discussion 

 
 

Assessment 

Assessment method Duration Grade Weighting 

Home examination (individual written 
assignment) 

One 
semester 

Pass/fail 100/100 

 

Additional examination/assessment information: 

Scope: 2000 words +/- 10% 

The assignment question is presented at the beginning of the course (towards the end of the first on-

campus session, or at a similar point if full time/not campus-based). The assessment takes the form of an 

essay that the student will work on for the duration of the course, and which is due about one week after 

the last session/student activity. The essay question will emphasize knowledge and analysis/discussion of 

key course themes and their relevance to the student’s specific subjects/professional field. 

 

Syllabus 

Aadland, E. (2010). Values in professional practice: Towards a critical reflective methodology. Journal of 

business ethics, 97 (3), s. 461-472. (11sider) Hentes fra 

http://brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/98881/aadland.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y  

Aadland, E. Og Skjørshammer, M. (2017). «Hvordan forske på verdier i organisasjoner. En litteraturstudie 

av verdiforskning i helsetjeneste». I: Askeland, H. Og Aadland, E. Verdibevisst ledelse. Oslo: Cappelen 

Dam, s. 323-372 

http://brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/98881/aadland.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Askeland, G. A. (2006). Kritisk reflekterende – mer enn å reflektere og kritisere. Nordisk sosialt arbeid, 

26(2), s. 123-134. Hentes fra databasen Idunn.no. 

Askeland, H. og Aadland, E. (2017). «Hva er verdier, og hva tjener de til?» i Askeland, H. Og Aadland, E. 

Verdibevisst ledelse. Oslo: Cappelen Damm, s. 26-49 

Beaman, L. G. (2014). Deep equality as an alternative to accommodation and tolerance. Nordic journal of 

religion and society, 27(2), s. 89-111 

Börjesson, B. (2001). «Varning för etik». I: Utan fast punkt: Om förvaltning, kunskap, språk och etik i socialt 

arbete. Stockholm: Socialstyrelsen. Tilgjengelig online: 

http://www.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:397051/FULLTEXT01.pdf  

Breievne, G. (2014). Lukt og lidelse: fortolkning og håndtering av ubehagelig lukt i hjemmesykepleie. Oslo: 

Institutt for helse og samfunn, Det medisinske fakultet, Universitetet i Oslo, s. 154-171 

Christie, N. (2009). Små ord for store spørsmål. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, s. 9-20 

Dietrich, S. (2014). Reflections on core aspects of diaconal theory. I: Dietrich, S. (red.) (2014). Diakonia as 

Christian social practice: an introduction, Oxford: Regnum, s. 13.27 

Dinham, A. (2017) “Religious Literacy in Public and Professional Settings”. I: Crisp, B. (ed.), Routledge 
International Handbook of Religion, Spirituality and Social Work, Melbourne: Routledge, s. 257-264  

Engebretsen, E. & Heggen, K. (2012). Makt på nye måter. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, s. 13-34  

Fossestøl. B. (2016). Moralsk ansvar - den profesjonelles private dilemma? I: Kroken, R. M. og Jacob, O. 

(red.). Forvaltning av makt og moral i velferdsstaten: Fra sosialt arbeid til "arbeid med deg selv"?. Oslo: 

Gyldendal Akademisk, s. 42-63  

Furseth, I. (red) (2015). ”Et religiøst landskap i endring 1988-2013”. I: Religionenes tilbakekomst i 

offentligheten? Religion, politikk, medier, stat og sivilsamfunn i Norge siden 1980-tallet. Oslo: 

Universitetsforlaget , s. 21-37  

Grimen, H. (2008). Profesjon og profesjonsmoral. I: Molander, A. og Terum, L. I. Profesjonsstudier. Oslo: 

Universitetsforlaget, s. 144-160 

Hafstad, K. (2017). ”Det fremmede”. I: Lid, I. M og Wyller, T. (red). Rom for etikk. Fortellinger om 

ambivalens. Oslo: Cappelen Damm Akademisk, s. 149-166  

Kroken, R. (2006). Dersom moralsk ansvar omformes til teknisk ansvar. Nordisk sosialt arbeid, 26 (2). s. 

155-166. Hentes fra databasen Idunn.no. 

Lid, I. M. (2017). ”Medborgerskap i spennet mellom ekskludering og inkludering”. I: Lid, I. M og Wyller, T. 

(red). Rom for etikk. Fortellinger om ambivalens. Oslo: Cappelen Damm Akademisk, s. 35-54  

Rugkåsa, M. (2008). Majoriteten som premissleverandør i "flerkulturelt" arbeid. I: A. M. Otterstad 

Profesjonsutøvelse og kulturelt mangfold: fra utsikt til innsikt. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, s. 78-95  

Schmidt, U. (2010). “Norge: et religiøst pluralistisk samfunn? I: Botvar, P. K. og Schmidt, U. (red). Religion i 

dagens Norge. Mellom sekularisering og sakralisering. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, s. 25-43  

Stålsett, S. (2017). ”Flukten som teologisk sted. Om prekær migrasjonserfaring, diakoni og teologisk 

produksjon”. Tidsskrift for praktisk teologi, 34 (1), s. 4-12  

Thurèn, T. (2001). "Språkets makt och makten över språket". I: Utan fast punkt: Om förvaltning, kunskap, 

språk och etik i socialt arbete. Stockholm: Socialstyrelsen. Tilgjengelig online: 

http://www.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:397051/FULLTEXT01.pdf  

 

Total 363 pages   

http://www.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:397051/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.divaportal.org/smash/get/diva2:397051/FULLTEXT01.pdf
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Master's thesis 

Thesis 

Facts about the course Teaching Work placement 
Course code: MAMEDBO-405 Language: Norwegian Work placement: No 
ECTS credits: 45 Place: Sandnes  
Offered as stand-alone course: No Semester: Autumn/spring Student input hours 
Course status: Mandatory Mandatory teaching: Yes Total student input hours: 

1215 hours 
Course level: Postgraduate   

Programme year 
Full time: 1st year 
Part time: 2nd year  

  

Prerequisites: MAMEDBO-401, 402 and 403 

 

Content 

On this course, students will plan, execute and write a report on an independent piece of research that is 

relevant to their discipline, within the core area of the Master’s programme, citizenship and co-operation. 

The work on the thesis will give students experience with and competence in approaching their discipline 

from a critical and exploratory perspective. The thesis will follow the norms for scientific reporting, and may 

entail an empirical investigation or a purely theoretical work.  

 

The Master’s thesis may be a standalone piece of work or it may form an independent part of an ongoing 

research project. The result can be submitted as a monograph, or in the form of a scientific article with 

supplementary text. The word limit for a monograph is 28 000 (+/- 10%). The scientific article must be 

ready for submission to a designated peer-reviewed journal. The supplementary text must give a detailed 

account of the theoretical and methodological considerations on which the work is based, and the word 

limit is 7500 words +/- 10%.  

 

After completing the Master’s programme, students will be invited to a seminar where they can present 

their thesis to fellow students, teachers and the field of practice.  

 

Learning outcomes 

After completing the course, the candidate should have achieved the following learning outcomes, with 
respect to knowledge, skills and general competence: 

 

Knowledge: 

The candidate 

 has in-depth knowledge of the scientific method chosen 
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 has in-depth knowledge of national and international research within the topic chosen, and is able 

to relate his/her own findings to this  

 has knowledge of relevant theoretical perspectives, based on the research question chosen  

 

Skills: 

The candidate 

 is able to carry out an independent, defined research and development project under supervision 

 is able to justify the relevance of the thesis, in terms of society and research, and in relation to the 

core area of the Master's programme citizenship and co-operation  

 is able to choose and justify the most suitable design, data collection and analysis methods, based 

on the research question chosen  

 is able to critically assess the method chosen throughout each phase of the research process 

 is able to find relevant research and critically assess different sources of information 

 

General competence: 

The candidate 

 is able to identify and manage issues related to research ethics in every phase of the research 

process  

 is able to disseminate the research results to other professionals, users and the general public, and 

masters the terminology used in the field 

 
 

Teaching and learning methods 

The teaching on the course is campus-based, combined with distance learning via VID's learning platform. 

The teaching and learning methods include lectures, seminars, presentations and supervision. The 

seminars usually include presentations, which gives students an opportunity to receive a 

response/feedback from academic staff and fellow students. The seminars place an emphasis on courses 

in theory of science, methods and discipline-specific topics of relevance to the students’ theses. 

 

Mandatory activities 

 Coursework requirements within the topic and research question (1500 words) 

 Project plan for the Master’s thesis (3500 words)  

 

The coursework requirements are assessed as pass/fail. 
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Assessment 

Assessment method Duration Grade Weighting 

Individual Master's thesis, 28 000 

words +/- 10% 

or research article with a 

supplementary text (7500 words +/- 

10%) 

 

 A–F 100/100 

 

Additional examination/assessment information: 

Master's theses are assessed by two examiners appointed by VID, at least one of whom will be external. 

The supervisor is not one of the examiners. If the thesis is resubmitted after receiving a fail grade (F), the 

student may submit a reworked version or a thesis with a new topic. Students who want to improve their 

grade must submit a reworked version. If a student submits a third time, the thesis will need to have a new 

topic and research question. This applies to students who resubmit after failing or in order to improve their 

grade. 

 

Other 

In order to have the Master's thesis assessed, students need to pass all mandatory courses and elective 

specialization courses worth 30 ECTS credits. 

 

There are two deadlines for submission of Master's theses: one in May and one in November. 

 

Syllabus 
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[Course name] 

[English course name] 

Facts about the course Teaching Work placement 
Course code:  Language: Choose an element Work placement: Choose an 

element 
ECTS credits:  

Place: Choose an element 
Scope of work placement: x 
hours/weeks 

Offered as stand-alone course: 
Choose an element 

Semester: Choose an element Student input hours 

Course status: Choose an element Mandatory teaching: Choose an 
element 

Classwork: 
x hours 

Level of studies: Choose an 
element 

 Student-controlled work: 
x hours 

Programme year 
Full time: Choose an element 
Part time: Choose an element  

 Total student input hours: 
x hours 

Prerequisites: 

 

Content 

 

Main themes: 

  

 

Learning outcomes 

After completing the course, the candidate should have achieved the following learning outcomes, divided 
into knowledge, skills and general competence: 

 

Knowledge: 

The candidate 

  
 

Skills: 

The candidate 

  
 

General competence: 

The candidate 

  
 

Teaching and learning methods 
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Mandatory activities 

  
 

 

Assessment 

Assessment method Duration Grade Weighting 

  Choose an element x/100 

 

Additional examination/assessment information: 

 

 

Other 

 

 

Syllabus 

 

 


